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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

A warm hello to all our members!  
 

At our Annual General Meeting on 28th March I was appointed President of U3A 
Croydon, so it’s appropriate that I tell you a bit about myself.  I’m Jenny Higgins 
and I was formerly your Secretary for about 18 months, a Day Manager for about 
the same length of time, and a Tutor for introductory and advanced tarot classes for 
four years.  Prior to that I had a career in the child and family support sector as a 
practitioner, lecturer/tutor, and program evaluator.  
 

U3A Croydon is a great organisation, and your Committee members are hard-working, skilled and lovely 
people, which is why I agreed to nominate for President.  I attend several classes myself and have met many 
members and made some close friendships. I look forward to meeting more of you in the future. 
 

107 members attended the AGM; over 10% of our current membership. Some Committee members 
renominated, some resigned, and other members took up Committee roles.  Sincere thanks to Les Willmott 
(former President), John Hoffmann (former Treasurer), Jillian Reynolds (former Vice President) and Marion 
Armitage (former Office Manager), who resigned from their Committee positions at the AGM. Thanks to 
Margaret Atherton (Course Administrator), Trevor Bellinger (Systems Administrator), Christine Hawkins 
(Secretary), Penny Kruse (Events Coordinator) and Ingrid Tiltman (Course Coordinator) for renominating for 

their roles.  Incoming Committee members are Helen Amos (Office 
Manager), Sue Martin (Treasurer) and myself. Thanks again to 
Geoff Steventon who stepped in to chair the meeting at short notice, 
as Les had an urgent family matter to attend to.    
A number of long service awards were handed out on the day to 
several members who have given continuous volunteer service  over 
many years plus a special award to Barbara Allen for her significant 
contribution to Croydon U3A including committee roles, the 
compilation of the 20 year history book and the organising of our 
20th anniversary, to name a few. 
 

Josh Burt from Maroondah City Council was our guest speaker and 
presented on plans to renovate Springfield Hall and provide 

comfortable classroom space for U3A Croydon. The current plan is that U3A will have three new classroom 
areas, new kitchen and bathroom facilities, and storage space. The plans are at the conceptual stage and we 
will keep you informed as the project develops. Sincere thanks to Josh for his time and effort, as well as his 
good humour in fielding some challenging questions! 
 

Early in April I attended an Eastern Metropolitan Region Network Meeting. It was 
interesting to hear of the achievements and issues experienced by other U3As 
across the region. Many U3As are dealing with similar issues to Croydon, such as 
not enough classroom space, making the transition from paper-based operations to 
computer-based, and bringing the membership along with that transition, as well as 
a shortage of line dancing teachers across the region! 
 

I’m looking forward to working with our new Committee and hope to meet more 
of you in the coming weeks and months. 
 

Warmest wishes 
Jenny Higgins 
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Term 2 has commenced and a number of new 
classes have had their first sessions.  Zumba has 
taken off with enthusiasm and if there’s enough 
interest to continue, we will extend into Term 3 and 
possibly also Term 4.  
 

Music Appreciation on a Thursday at Swinburne has 
started this term and the tutor is happy to take more 
enrolments.  If you are interested please ring Greg to 
get more information or  just enrol online. 
 

Already have your basic French and want to build on 
it?  There’s room for more at Intermediate French 
with Diana in the Keystone Clubroom on a Thursday.   
 

Beginners Ukulele has commenced also but please 
note this class is for absolute beginners. You will be 
taught basic strumming along with other simple music 
skills and I’ve heard there 
will be time for a sing-a-long 
too. 
 

Beginners guitar will be on 
the course list very soon so keep an eye on the 
website for that. 
 

Geoff Steventon will be leading a new Bushwalking 
group called “Explore With Me” which will be held on 
the 2nd Friday of the month, so for those of you who 
aren’t able to participate in Trudi’s weekend walks, 
this may be for you.  More information on page 3. 
 

Basic Indonesian is another new course starting 
soon, also for beginners. 
 

Another new course which will be starting in Term 3 
is called “The Spiritual Journey”.  More information 
about that will be on our website soon. 
 
 

Please check out the presentation coming up called 
“Home Equity Unlock”  on Tuesday 15 May in the 
Swim Log Cabin.  This is a chance to find out what 
options are available to you in regard to using the 
equity in your home to  access some cash.   I need to 
emphasise that our presenter is NOT there to 
advocate any particular option nor is he a 
representative of any financial institution.  You will get 
unbiased advice to use as you see fit. 
 

There are several other courses and presentations 
coming up that are still in the planning stage. When 
they are ready to go, all the relevant information will 
be on our website.  For those of you without internet 
access at home, you can come into the office and 
make enquiries or access our website from your local 
library. 
 

Unfortunately I have had to postpone the “Victorian 
Energy Compare” session that was going to be held 
next week as we haven’t had sufficient numbers sign 
up.  I do plan to try again a bit later, perhaps after we 
hear more about the government’s plans to reward 
you with $50 for simply logging on.  I’m sure the 
presenters of this information session will know 
exactly how to guide you in getting your reward and 
hopefully reduce your energy bill at the same time. 
 

Enjoy your classes and the companionship you 
share.  Enjoy the cooler days. 
 
Ingrid 
Tiltman 
 
 
 
 

From the Course Coordinator     

 

TUTOR’S HANDBOOK 
 

During the school holidays we held a Tutors’ 
meeting and the information from that meeting will 
be circulated to all Tutors shortly. 
 
The Tutor’s Handbook, which contains a lot of 
useful information, has been updated and copies 
were made available to all those who attended the 
meeting. 
 
For those tutors who were unable to come to the 

meeting, you can collect a copy of the Handbook from the office, or if 
you contact me on:  send2ingrid@outlook.com  I will email a copy to 
you. 

A reminder to all members and tutors, please be careful when 
parking your car at the class venue.  A member has reported 
damage to their car as a result of a scrape from the door of the 
neighbouring vehicle. 
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EXPLORE WITH ME (New Course) 
 

I love exploring and I also like the bush; I am hoping others like 
it too.  I am looking for companions to join me on monthly 
walks as doing it on my own is definitely not acceptable these 
days.  Also as I am no longer in my 20s it seems I am no longer 
bulletproof! 
 

The walks I envisage will be day walks of moderate difficulty, I 
am past scrabbling up unstable scree slopes or rugged rock 
faces!  Participants must be able to walk at least 10km including 
some hills and be self sufficient with suitable equipment. 
 

On my “to do” list are Mount Worth, near Warragul, 
Wilhelmenia Falls at Murrundindi and a beach walk from San Remo or Kilcunda.  There are places like 
Lederderg Gorge and the You Yangs also beckoning. 
 

Walks will not be checked beforehand, we will rely on information from books or the internet and determine 
the feasibility of each and every walk. So bring your own wish list which we will add to the programme and 
sign up.  The first walk will be on Friday June 8th and then every second Friday of the month after that. 
 

Give me a call on 0411 245 633 if you would like to talk about this idea before you 
sign up or just get on line and register your interest. 
 

Geoff Steventon 

AGM HELPERS 
I would like to thank, on behalf of the committee, the 
kind people who volunteered to help at the AGM. 
Your work in setting up the hall, manning and 
womanning(?) the entry tables, helping members 
find their seats, setting up the refreshments and 
serving the teas and coffees and cleaning up after the 
meeting is very much appreciated. You all did such a 
sterling job, I will call on you all again! 
 
Thank you 
Penny Kruse 
Events Organiser  

VALE -  Arthur Cooksley 
Arthur passed away peacefully with his 
wife Corrie by his side. Arthur has been 
a wonderful member of Croydon U3A 
since 2002. Arthur was a volunteer in 
the office every two weeks and was a 
real gentleman. He was involved in the 
Choir and Tai Chi until he became too ill 
to continue. He will be sadly missed.   

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO TUTORS 
 

From time to time members or tutors arrange 
informal get-togethers outside of the normal U3A 
program of courses and other activities. 
 

Anything planned on an informal basis needs to be 
approved by the committee if it is to be classified as 
a U3A activity and therefore covered by insurance. 
 

It is not the intention to restrict initiatives on the 
part of members in associating with other members 
and the public, but if an event is promoted as a U3A 
activity or could be seen to be a U3A activity, it 
does need to be approved by the committee in order 
to have the benefit of insurance cover. 
 

Similarly, any activity or event not approved, 
should not be promoted as being under the auspices 
of U3A but clearly understood to be a privately 
arranged undertaking, and these events will not be 
publicised in the Newsletter. 

HISTORY OF EARLY RELIGION 
 

This term we are learning about the influence of the 
cultures and beliefs in the surrounding kingdoms and 
empires on the initial development of Christianity.  
And we will be looking at the Gnostic Christian 
“heresies”.  New members are welcome to enrol.  
Call David on 9467 2063 if you need to know more 
about this course. 
 
Fridays 12.30—2.30  Kent Avenue Room 1 
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 President Jenny Higgins jhiggins1@live.com.au 0400 884 688 

Vice President (Vacant)   

Treasurer  Sue Martin geordm@optusnet.com.au  0411 380 688 

Secretary Christine Hawkins chawk@bigpond.net.au 0407 301 133  

Course Administrator  Marg Atherton atherton@alphalink.com.au 9729 6457 

Course Coordinator Ingrid Tiltman send2ingrid@outlook.com 0409 543 644 

Systems  Administrator Trevor Bellinger trevorbellinger@yahoo.com.au 9729  9308 

Events Coordinator Penny Kruse kruu3a@gmail.com 0438 056 744 

Office Manager Helen Amos helena3136@gmail.com 0413 485 474 

Publicity Officer (Vacant)   

U3A CROYDON COMMITTEE 2018 

TERM 3 OFFICE ROSTER 
 

Just a reminder to all the office volunteers. If you would 
like to choose your date for Term 3 please fill in the 
Term 3 roster in the office. If you have planned a 
holiday and won’t be available please let me know. 
Thank you all, for giving up your time to help in the 
office.   
 

You can contact me at suelakeland@optusnet.com.au 
or 0431 068 173. 
 

Sue Lakeland  

CROYDON U3A GRAND VARIETY 
CONCERT AND DISPLAY 

 
Mark your calendar now! 
SUNDAY 28TH OCTOBER  

at the Maroondah College Theatre 
 

Along with the excellent art/craft displays, 
organisers would love to see other U3A 
groups promote their classes in this venue.  
It may be a poster that gives information 
about your group or a stall where you can 
talk to members and visitors. 
 
Music and dance groups, please start 
planning your 
performance now. 
 
Contact Colin on  
9726 8430  or Marion on 
0407 323 536 to find out 
more. 
 

From left:  Penny, Helen, Ingrid, Jenny, Chris, Sue, Margaret, Trevor 

Members, please remember to wear your U3A badge to 
all your classes and other U3A activities.  It helps the 
tutor to learn the names of all the class members and 

important emergency contact information is on the back. 

mailto:suelakeland@optusnet.com.au
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EXPLORE MELBOURNE  

Our next outing will be on Tuesday 22nd May to The Grainger Museum which is the only purpose built 
museum in Australia. It contains a collection of art, photographs, costumes, furniture and instruments acquired 
by Percy Grainger, composer and pianist: an icon of 20th century Australian musical history. Last carriage 
9.51 train from Croydon to Flinders Street. Tram to Melbourne University Stop 1 (terminus). Walk along 
Grattan Street to Royal Parade with morning tea or early lunch at Dr. Dax cafe. Our tour is at 12.15 (5 mins 
from café). You can return to Dr. Dax for lunch or catch No. 19 tram on Royal Parade to terminus in Elizabeth 
Street, opposite the side entrance of Flinders St. Station. Cost $5 to be in office by Tuesday 8th May. Wear 
name tags and if you are paying for two outings separate envelopes please. To book ring me Gwen Owen 
9870 0483. Say your name and phone number slowly and clearly if you are leaving a message. 
 
Tuesday 26th June tour of Chinese Museum in Little Bourke Street. Last carriage 9.24 train from Croydon to 
Parliament Station. We will have coffee at a nearby food court. Cost $8.50 to 
be in office by Wednesday 6th June. As we are in China Town there are 
numerous cafes to obtain lunch if you wish to do so. To book, ring me Gwen 
Owen 9870 0483. Please say your name and return phone number slowly and 
clearly if leaving a message. Separate envelopes for each outing. Wear name 
tags. 
It is a good idea to carry a small personal first aid kit. 

EXPLORE MELBOURNE CRITERIA. BEFORE ENROLLING, PLEASE READ CAREFULLY. Before enrolling and taking part in the 

outside activity group Explore Melbourne, you have to be aware that most outings involve negotiating trains, trams, buses, 

escalators, stairs, steps and uneven ground. It is essential that persons choosing to participate in this activity are independently 

mobile. No personal care can be given. Outings may also involve a walking distance of over 5 kms. 

15 U3A bushwalkers took a day trip to Marysville on 21st April. 
 
The fresh morning mist gave way to a warm sunny day as we 
drove up over the Spur to our destination. Glimpses of vibrant 
autumn colour contrasting with towering mountain ash invited us 
further into the forest to begin our planned walk.  
 
It was a relatively short and steep climb to the Phantom and 
Keppel Falls, where we walked the lush forest trail to the base of 
these beautiful waterfalls.  
 

On our return we paused by the Taggerty River for a leisurely 
packed lunch at the Murray 
Pass Picnic Area.  
 
After lunch, we regrouped 
before enjoying the scenic 
Marysville gardens and coffee 
at the bakery.  
 
Here we reflected on our 
Saturday trek and the thriving 
community of Marysville, now 
standing tall and re-energised, 
before returning to Croydon. 
 
 

 

Bushwalking: 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month with Trudi Doblin. (Article supplied by Ann Farnell & Mei Chong) 

A Reflection on  Marysville Bushwalking 

Short briefing and reminder by Trudi about 
keeping the environment clean while we 

enjoyed the beautiful natural surroundings 

It is likely that Phantom Falls is so named as it is hidden by the 
forest but can be heard by anyone approaching it. 
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The Ringwood Repair Café is part of the 
International Repair Cafe organisation that had 
its beginnings in Amsterdam.  Repair Cafes are 
popping up all over the world with 6-8 Cafes in 
Victoria.  It is a place to bring treasured items 
that need repairing and to work 
alongside tinkers, fixers and machinists to fix it.   
 
The Cafe assists in the reduction of landfill, 
reduces consumerism, assists people to save 
money, supports the transfer of technical skills 
and provides opportunities to build community 
and meet neighbours. Our barista is on hand to 
prepare coffee, tea and hot chocolate for a small 
donation.   
 
The Cafe is open every third Saturday of the 
month from 2-4pm at the Ringwood Uniting 
Church, corner of Station St and Greenwood 
Ave.  We welcome and invite all people with 
tinkering skills to come along a half hour before 
the session (1:30pm), bring along some tools of 
your trade and set up a repair table.   
 
Please contact Marie Beale on 0406 515 870 if 
you would like more detail or visit our Facebook 
page, search for Ringwood Repair Cafe.    
 

Repair Café dates for 2018 
 May 19 
 June 16 
 August 18 
 September 15 
 October 20 
 November 17 
 December 15 
 
Email:  ringwoodrepaircafe@gmail.com 

 RINGWOOD REPAIR CAFE Thank you to Greg Sheehan for this mathematical teaser 
 

SYMMETRICAL SALES 
 
The local preschool committee organised a food stall at 
a country town’s centenary celebrations weekend. The 
specialties were Jam Tarts and Pumpkin Scones.  
The treasurer, a retired mathematician, was delighted 
with both the amount of the proceeds and the 
mathematical symmetry of the numbers involved which 
are summarised in the table below.   
 
How much each, were the scones and tarts sold for? 

 
Solution on page 8 
(web version only) 

Editor’s note: 
Would love to have 
a fundraiser this 
successful at U3A 

DAY TARTS SOLD SCONES SOLD RECEIPTS 

1 5,345 4,655 $25,345.00 

2 4,655 5,345 $24,655.00 

EASTERN EMERGENCY RELIEF NETWORK 
 

We are a charitable organisation which has operated for 
23 years completely by volunteers.  
 
We rely on gathering up all things necessary to make a 
home for needy people, furniture, beds and bedding, 
manchester, fridges and washing machines, small 
electrical goods, kitchen utensils, pots and pans, 
crockery, etc. All these goods are passed onto those in 
need completely free of charge.  
 
We occupy 2 large warehouses in Mitcham and our 
volunteer crews spend five days each week (and some 
Saturdays) collecting donations from homes in your area 
at a time and day to suit you.  
 
Phone:  (03) 9874 8433  
Web:      easternemergency.org.au  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the Explore Melbourne group enjoying 
their river cruise along the Yarra in March this year. 
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TERM DATES 2018 
 
 Term 1: 29 Jan to 29 March 
 Term 2: 16 April to 29 June 
 Term 3: 16 July to 21 Sept 
 Term 4: 8 October to 7 Dec 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT  
 

“U3A Croydon is committed to 
sharing knowledge and skills with 

each other for  mutual benefit,  well-
being and enjoyment and to working 

constructively with its partners.” 
 

*   *   * 

18MUS020 Music Appreciation Thursdays 2.00-4.00 Swinburne 

18LAN026 French Intermediate Thursdays 12.30-2.00 Keystone 

18MUS016 Beginners Ukulele Friday 10.45-11.45  Swim Log cabin 

TBA Beginners Guitar (starting soon) Friday 11.45-12.45 Swim Log cabin 

18EXE006 Explore With Me (Bushwalking) Friday Start 8/6/18 Outdoors 

18LAN047 Basic Indonesian Friday  Start 18/5/18 Keystone 

18HUM047 Home Equity Unlock presentation Tuesday 15 May 1.00-3.00 Swim Log cabin 

TBA The Spiritual Journey Thursdays Start Term 3 Kent Avenue 

NEW COURSES AT A GLANCE 

 
As always, if any of these classes appeal to you, log on to the Croydon U3A website:   
http://u3acroydon.org.au, click on View Courses and tick the box next to the course of your choice.   
Remember to “Confirm Selections”.  If you are not confident with doing this online, pop into the U3A office 
and one of our volunteers will do it for you. 

MUSIC APPRECIATION  -  Thursdays, 2pm at Swinburne Uni, Norton Road, Croydon 
A photo quiz from Greg Nicholas, Tutor.   
 

See how many you can identify and what is it that they all have in common? 
Send your answers to Greg at g.k.nicholas@gmail.com and there may be a 
little prize awarded.  (Answers will be in the next newsletter) 

10 9 
8 

7 
6 

1 2 
3 

4 5 



“The only degree you need is a degree of enthusiasm” 

 
End Term Two Newsletter is due to be posted 19 June, 2018 but will be on 
the website prior to that date.  Contributions due Sat 9th June 2018. 
 
We especially welcome photos and contributions from Tutors and class 
members. These may be left at the office and labelled “Newsletter” before the 
above dates or emailed to the Newsletter Editor, Ingrid Tiltman at:  
send2ingrid@outlook.com    If emailing contributions, please put “Newsletter” 
in the subject line. 
 
Can also be posted to U3A Croydon Inc.,  
PO Box  816, Croydon 3136.   

If you hear of any 

member who is 

not well or has 

suffered a loss, 

please contact our Welfare 

Officer Trish on 9736 4510 or 

0412 499 800 or contact the 

U3A office.  

Solution to Symmetrical Sales, page 6 
Let x = sale price of a tart Let y = sale price of a scone 
5,345x + 4,655y = 25,345 ® Eqn. (1) 
4,655x + 5,345y = 24,655 ® Eqn. (2) 
 
Add (1) and (2) 
10,000x + 10,000y = 50,000 Divide through by 10,000 Hence x + y = 5 ® Eqn. (3) Subtract Eqn. (2) and Eqn. (1) 
Hence 690x - 690y = 690 Divide through by 690 Hence x – y = 1 ® Eqn. (4) 
Add Eqn. (3) and Eqn. (4) Hence 2x = 6 and thus x = 3 Substitute x = 3 in Eqn. (3) Hence 3 + y = 5 and thus y = 
2 Answer: Tarts sold for $3 and scones for $2 

Glorious day in Marysville area, with the Bushwalking group. Photos show us 
going to Phantom Falls and to Keppel Falls. Many thanks to Trudi – our leader.  


