
U3A CROYDON BULLETIN 

21 April 2021 

Dear Members, 

Welcome back everyone, I hope you enjoy your 
Term 2 return to classes and perhaps consider 
taking up some new ones.  Keep an eye on the 
course list and the newsletter for new and 
interesting activities being added to the list. 
 

I would like to draw your attention to the 
information on page 5. In collaboration with 
Maroondah Council, we have been lucky to be 
involved in the introduction of a number of 
“walking” sports.  If you want to get back into 
sport but not sure if you are up to it or you are 
keen to participate in some physical activity but 
don’t know what would suit you best, then what 
better way to find out than to attend the COME & 
TRY this Friday 23rd at the new Heathmont 
stadium.  Free passes on offer. 
 

Well, as predicted last bulletin, the time has come 
to go back to the Newsletter format, so that will 
take effect as of the next publication.  In the past, 
Newsletters have been produced twice a term but 
for this Term 2 only, I will tentatively suggest 3 
publications (including this one) and the publication 
dates are below.  Make sure you get your 
contribution to me a week before publication date. 
 

A newsletter without stories 
and photos from our classes 
is boring so I need your 
contributions please.  
Everyone has a phone these 
days that can take good 
photos but please make sure 
the other class members are 

ok with being snapped before you send them to me. 

Please send your contributions to:   
newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au 
 
Ingrid - Newsletter Editor 

From the President 

Hello all U3A members. 

On Tuesday of this week, U3A Croydon held the 

Annual General meeting and election of committee 

members via Zoom technology. All existing committee 

members were returned unopposed. We welcome 

new committee 

member, Barry 

Minchington, who will 

take on the role of 

Facility Manager. The 

Committee also welcomes Pamela McAleese as our 

new Volunteer Coordinator and Ray Cross to serve 

on our IT subcommittee. Neither position 

is part of the Committee. The Committee 

would like to express a vote of thanks 

and gratitude to Sue Lakeland and Marg 

Dobson who are both stepping down 

from their role as Volunteer Coordinators. The U3A 

Secretary will post results of the polling of votes at the 

AGM in this Bulletin. 

I was able to announce to the meeting that a 

deputation from U3A Croydon had recently met with 

the Mayor and CEO and officers of Maroondah 

Council. Our deputation was afforded the opportunity 

of presenting our view on our requirements for our 

accommodation into the future. Council was very 

receptive and a further meeting with officers was 

scheduled. At this meeting, officers presented the 

U3A Croydon deputation with a proposal for a 3-stage 

process into the next 5 years to locate our classes 

and office into some 

shared facilities and a 

final exclusive facility. 

Council gave U3A 

Croydon a Power Point 

presentation and 

architectural maps 

showing the stages as 

they will occur within that 

timeframe. The Committee reviewed those and 

agreed with Council for them to draft a Memorandum 

of Understanding between Council and U3A Croydon 

to legitimise this process. Once the Committee has 

received and reviewed this document and signed off 

on it, we will release all the details via email to the 

membership, including the Power Point presentation.  

The Committee of U3A Croydon and I would like to 

thank Michael Sukkar MP, member for Deakin, for his 

offer of a $2M Federal Government grant for future 

accommodation This offer really assisted us with our 

negotiation with Council. 

Let us all look forward to a better future, without 
COVID-19 playing havoc with our ability to hold our 
classes. 

Regards,  Neil Rose, President 

NEWSLETTER  PUBLICATION DATES 
 

TERM 2:  Saturday 15 May, 2021 

                  Saturday 12 June, 2021 
 

Please make sure I have your contribution by the Saturday  
before the above publication date.  Thanks :) 

From actual church bulletins ……….. 

“Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid 

of those things not worth keeping around the house.  Bring your 

husbands” 

“The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in 

the Church basement Friday at 7 PM .. The congregation is 

invited to attend this tragedy. “ 

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition 

of several new members and to the deterioration of some older 

ones.  

mailto:newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au


Thoughtful philosophers arguing the merits of an issue 
arising out of the philosophy of law.   

Socially distanced, you’ll notice! 

PHILOSOPHY CLASS - TERM 1/2 

The philosophy class are examining some matters relevant to 
personal and social life arising out of a semester’s study of 
jurisprudence. 

You can tell by 
Bruce’s body 
language that 
he’s working 

hard! 

Fortnightly on 
a Wednesday  
11.45 to 1.15 

In the  
Keystone 
clubrooms 

A relaxed, friendly PLAY READING GROUP will 
commence on Monday April 19th at Ainslie Park 
Girl Guides Hall running from 12.30pm to 2pm. 

A wide variety of plays including well known 
favourites such as Mousetrap, Educating Rita, The 
Importance of Being Earnest plus many others is 
offered. Plenty of parts to choose from plus lots of 
laughs. The odd visit to a 
local theatre company is 
also possible. 

The curtains are about to 
go up so please join us in 
the wings. 

21HUM073 Peter Uren 

SPEECHCRAFT is a cheerful 

class, where people are encouraged 

to improve their speaking skills in a 

non threatening environment. 

We meet Tuesdays and Fridays from 2.00 to 3.30 at the 

Ainslie Park Hall.  Enrol online or call the office. 

Our motto is:  “Lose your nerves!” 

21HUM082 OR 21HUM083  Tutor: Philippa Pavillard 

SPEECHCRAFT IS FUN ! 
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Ad for Philippa

President  Neil Rose  

Vice President  Frank Brown  

Treasurer  Sue Martin  

Secretary  Annie Cutler  

Course Administrator  Merv Amos  

Course Coordinator  Merv Amos  

Events Coordinator  Christine Hawkins  

Facility Manager  Barry Minchington  

Member Liaison Officer  Ray Clark  

Office Manager  Helen Amos  

System Administrator  Trevor Bellinger  

Venue Coordinator  Sue Martin  

GENERAL COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 2021 

AGM held on Tuesday 20th April, 2021  
at 10am on Zoom 

62 members attended the AGM on Zoom and participated 
in the polls to receive and approve the Minutes of 2020 
AGM, Financial Statements, Membership fees and the 
Revised Constitution. 

Polling results showed 

majority acceptance of the 

above items. 

Minutes of the AGM will be 

uploaded to our website.  

Annie Cutler, Secretary 

 

 

Explore Melbourne returned on 23rd March with a visit to The 
Yarra Valley Nocturnal Zoo.  As our focus is on the history of 
Melbourne this was a bit left of centre for us.  The zoo is run by 
Loo and Steve and financed by the NDIS.  Most of the tours are 
community based i.e., schools, kindergartens, Probus etc. with a 

19-seater bus ferrying visitors to and 
from the facility. The young men and 
women receive training in people skills 
and animal husbandry, working with the 
animals, learning to care for them and 
how to guide visitors. They were 
exceptional. The work undertaken by Loo, 
Steve and their workforce is to be 
admired.  I have a special needs granddaughter who is now 26 and I 
am well aware of the benefits.  The zoo has an eclectic group of 
animals ranging from albino kangaroos to dingoes; fairly rare 
parrots, owls as well as hopping mice, lizards and snakes. Many of 
them “hands on”.   

I am aware a number of U3A members liked to read information on 
the progress of Explore Melbourne when it was advertised in the 
newsletter so hopefully, we can keep you informed through The 
Bulletin.  Our next trip is on April 27th to The Gulf Station in Yarra 
Glen. Watch this space. Gwen Owen 

EXPLORE MELBOURNE 

TERM DATES 2021 

Term 1:  Monday 1st February to Thursday 1st April 

Term 2:  Monday 19th April to Friday 25th June 

Term 3:  Monday 12th July to Friday 17th September 

Term 4:  Monday 4th October to Friday 3rd December 

WHAT’S NEW? 

FRENCH FOR BEGINNERS - 21LAN005 

We are glad to  welcome back Onre Dossena who will be 

once again conducting his French for Beginners class in the 

Glen Frost Room on Fridays from 9:30 to 11:15.  

Check out the course information on 

our website and you can sign up now 

online, or call the office for help. 

POETRY WITH KATE KENYON 

Find your own style and write your own story or poem. 

Come along and see where your creative path may lead. All 

styles of poetry encouraged so whether you are a writer of 

romantic poetry, bush poetry or just like to put your 

feelings down on paper we 

would love to have you join 

us. Diversity is a great thing. 

21HUM075  Mondays 1.00 to 

2.30pm in Keystone Office 

Check out the course information on the website or 

contact Kate for more information.  0409 960 624 
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MUSICOLOGY 

It has been so wonderful to be able to get together, 
sing, play music and really see each other's maskless 
smiles.  
 

I have enjoyed creating individual sheet music for 
different instruments for chords and melody, with 
the touch of a magic button from a spectacular 
software program for our expanding group. 
Instruments in the group so far include ukulele, 
guitar, bass guitar, banjo, mandolin and piano. 
Other instruments are welcome. The individual 
instrument sheet music allows members to learn as 
they play at what ever level they are at. I think it is 
also really interesting and valuable to hear other 
instruments and learn about them. We are 
expanding the singing through adding harmonies 
too. 
 

We are very gradually introducing a system where 
members of the group can borrow and try out 

different instruments with 
support. A sort of free 
musical instrument 
borrowing library. Musical 
instrument donations 
welcomed. 
 

Out hall has great natural 
acoustics as we sit around 
a circle of sound.  

 

How lucky are we! 
 

Members of Croydon U3A who want to receive the 
weekly music for their instrument can do so if you 
want to be added to the list. You don't have to 
attend the group if you are unable. Just email me.  
 

Peter McErlain, Tutor 
petermcerlain@gmail.com 
(Thursdays 2.00 - 4.00pm, 21MUS007) 

PARLEZ VOUS FRANCAIS? 

Students from my French classes recently enjoyed two visits to the French 
Film Festival at Balwyn Cinema.  The first film we saw was “Eiffel” which told 
the story of the Eiffel Tower and its creator, Gustave Eiffel.  This monument 
was meant to be dismantled after two years, but obviously the authorities 
decided to keep it and, today it is the most visited monument in the world.  

Our second film was “Antionette dans les Cevennes”, a 
light-hearted comedy filmed in a very beautiful region of 
France.  The story was loosely based on Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s long walk in the Cevennes accompanied by a 
donkey.  We all enjoyed the film immensely.  

Janine Ochsenbein 
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Date: Friday 23 April 2021 11am-1pm
Venue: Maroondah Nets, 154 Heathmont Road, Heathmont 
 
The expo will feature 4 walking sports activities for over 50s with free skills 
sessions from 11- 1pm and a game demonstration for each sport.  As this is a 
COVID safe event, registration for attendance is essential.  Go to Maroondah 
Council website to book your place.   Go to:   https://www.maroondah.vic.gov.au  
and type “Come and try” in the search bar. 
 
Walking sports was developed as a new opportunity for older people to return to ‘sport’ or to attract new 
people to participate in physical activity options.  
 
It is suitable for people over 50 years who want to participate in a ‘friendly’, non-competitive environment, 
where the emphasis is on participation and fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE COME ALONG 
AND JOIN THE FUN!! 

Walking football is a 

modified version of soccer 

that doesn’t involve 

running or tackling.   

Walking Football provides 

the opportunity to support 

and maintain mobility 

skills. It’s a great way to 

walk your way back to 

fitness and meet new 

people. 

Walking Cricket is a 

fun, social, modified 

version of cricket that 

doesn’t involve running, 

uses modified equipment 

and is played in a smaller 

enclosed area.  

Walking Cricket is 

designed to help people 

keep an active lifestyle 

irrespective of their age.  

Walking Netball is a 

fun and modified way of 

playing netball that is 

easy on the joints while 

being active.   

Walking Netball is 

designed for those new 

to the game or those 

looking to ease back 

into an active lifestyle.  

Pickleball is a fun 

and increasingly 

popular game for all 

ages that combines 

tennis, badminton and 

table tennis.   

It is easy to play. 

Come and join us in 

this fast growing sport. 

FREE 
but 

BOOKINGS 

ESSENTIAL 

Participants will be given the opportunity to register for a free 10 

session pass for use at any of the walking activities - valid for 1 month. 

https://www.maroondah.vic.gov.au


CROYDON U3A OFFICE IS OPEN MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS FROM 10AM TO 

12.30. Closed public and school holidays. 

PHONE:  9724 9544    Email: u3acroydon@u3acroydon.org.au 

Website:   www.u3acroydon.org.au 

Address:  PO Box 816, Croydon 3136 

If you hear of any member who is 

not well or has suffered a loss, 

please contact Trish, our Welfare 

Officer, on 9736 4510 to organise 

a card. 

The scrapbooking group this term 
will continue to meet on Tuesday 
afternoon between 11.45 and 1.45 at 
Cheong Park.  

Ladies in the group can 
continue with their 
scrapbooking but if 
anybody would like to 

join us I will be showing how to start 
a “Junk Journal” and making 
embellishments to add to it. 

 

VALE:  RUTH 

CANNON 

On behalf of all 

the 

scrapbooking 

ladies I would 

like to say that we are saddened to 

have lost a wonderful person in 

Ruth Cannon who has been a 

dedicated member of U3A and 

leader of our group. Even when she 

was unable to continue driving, her 

son Greg or Corrie would bring her 

along to classes so that we could 

learn from all her experience as a 

scrapper. “Rest in peace” You shall 

be missed. 

SCRAPBOOKING 

Enrol online or contact me 
for further information on 
97364510. 
Trish Davis. (Tutor)  

Brian Casey 

mailto:u3acroydon@u3acroydon.org.au
http://www.u3acroydon.org.au

