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From the Editor 
 

I had hoped that when you read this our “circuit breaker” 
lockdown would be over, but not to be.  Let’s hope next 
week looks better.   
 
On a recent cycling outing (before lockdown) with the U3A 
Tuesday group, we rode a well worn route to Alchester 
Village in Boronia.  After our most welcome hot drinks at 
the local café I suggested to the group that we take a small 
detour and visit “the big tree” in a nearby 
street.  A local resident had alerted me to 
this enormous eucalypt a year ago.  So 
off we go and much to my dismay, that 
big tree is now sawdust!  It was smack 
bang in the middle of the front yard of a 
residence and the house is now for sale 
so I guess it had to come down. (There’s a 
photo in 2020 Bulletin #18) 
 
However I do know where there is another big tree worth 
seeing (could all the cyclists please stop laughing!) Tucked in 

behind the Mtn District 
Horse and Pony Club in 
Eastfield Park there’s 
another gigantic tree.  
Quite a nice walk too 
from the Tarralla Creek 
trail. This tree is of 
State significance for its 
outstanding size and its 
contribution to the 
landscape. It is the 
largest Algerian Oak in 
Victoria. The tree was 
planted by the original 
European settlers 
between 150 -160 years 

ago and it is one of the oldest planted trees in Croydon. 
Having reached 25m, it is healthy and vigorous and is still 
growing, with a useful life expectancy of 150+ years. The 
tree is well protected and maintained by Maroondah City 
Council.  Find out more at: 
https://trusttrees.org.au/tree/VIC/Croydon/Eastfield_Road 
 
The newsletter is a little shorter than usual, no doubt due 
to the fact that our classes are on-again, off-again and 
thereby less to report.  But when 
we do get back to classes I would 
be delighted to have some photos 
and stories to share with 
members.  With such a variety of 
courses, I’m sure there’s plenty of 
opportunity to take some great 
snaps.  Just make sure your group 
knows that the pictures are intended for publication. 
 

As always, send your contributions to: 
newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au 
 
Take care, keep busy and stay in touch with friends.        
Ingrid 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

Humans are the only animals that blush. 

We are also believed to be the only animal that 
feels embarrassment—a complicated emotion 
requiring understanding others' opinions and 
other factors. Charles 
Darwin called blushing "the 
most peculiar and most 
human of all expressions," 
while Mark Twain said, 
"Man is the only animal that 
blushes. Or needs to."  

https://trusttrees.org.au/tree/VIC/Croydon/Eastfield_Road
mailto:newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au
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From the Course Coordinator 

Well, here we go again with another disruption to 
classes with lockdown 5 which hopefully can contain 
the outbreak in Victoria and let us get back to meeting 
face to face again. We were all looking forward to a 
successful restart to Term 3 with all classes 
operating. A few minor changes to the way we work 
have had to be implemented to satisfy the Council. 
 

All classes must provide a Covid 
Monitor who will ensure all members 
are signed in correctly preferably 
using the QR code as well as the 
hand sanitiser is used and all 
members arrive with a mask. The 
Covid Monitor can be anyone from 
the class and their sole purpose is to 

check that all Covid rules are applied. Every member 
must be wearing a mask and are not to be admitted to 
the class without one. At the time of writing, we are 
waiting for the latest restrictions we will be faced with 
on our return to classes. The sticking point is as to 
whether we can take masks off during activities. We 
will monitor this and give you clear direction once we 
have taken advice from the authorities. 
 

All our venues have been 
equipped with a QR code for us 
to sign in to classes. This is the 
preferred method of signing in 
and for those that do not have a 
smartphone you can be added 

to someone who does have a smartphone using the 
Add Another Person feature on the Vic Services App. 
The sign in sheet will still be available but it is 
recommended that we use the QR code if possible.  

 

Finally, the cleaning regime after class 
is still required. The kitchens may be 
used for hot water but a restriction of 
only 2 people to be in the kitchen at any 
one time. You must bring your own cup, 
Tea, Coffee, biscuits etc for your break. 
 

Just a reminder to all tutors. Newsletters are no 
longer being posted; they are only being sent by 
email.  Copies will be available at the office for 
collection or on the website to read. If you have 
someone in your class who does not have email can 
you please inform them of any information that could 
be relevant. 
 

Take care, 
 

Merv Amos 
Course Coordinator / Administrator 

NEWSLETTER 2021 
Deadline for copy to be  
submitted 

Newsletter publication dates 

End Term 3 Saturday 28th August Saturday 4th September 

Start Term 4 Saturday 9th October Saturday 16th October 

End Term 4 Saturday 20th November Saturday 27th November 

Venue News – Cheong Park Re-Development 
The on/off again re-development of Cheong Park is now definitely on.  The U3A Croydon 
were advised by Maroondah Council that the works will begin on site on October 1st 
2021, due for completion in July 2022.  Fourteen classes use the venue each week from 
Monday to Thursday.  Classes will need to relocate and the U3A Committee Members are 
currently in negotiations with Maroondah Council to have all those classes relocated to 
another venue.   

The John Frost Stadium will not form part of the re-development, Line Dancing and 
Walking Football will continue with some possible changes to their parking 
arrangements. 

On the completion of the Cheong project  in July 2022, the fourteen classes currently using the site will return to 
a new and re-developed Cheong venue. 

As soon as more details come to hand about the relocation of current classes we will let you know.    Watch this 
space! 

Sue Martin  Treasurer/Venues Co-Ordinator 

TERM DATES 2021 
 

Term 1:    Monday 1st February to Thursday 1st April 
Term 2:    Monday 19th April to Friday 25th June 
Term 3:    Monday 12th July to Friday 17th September 
Term 4:    Monday 4th October to Friday 3rd December 
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U3A CROYDON COMMITTEE 2021 

 President Neil Rose president@u3acroydon.org.au 

Vice President Frank Brown vicepresident@u3acroydon.org.au 

Secretary Annie Cutler secretary@u3acroydon.org.au 

Treasurer Sue Martin treasurer@u3acroydon.org.au 

Course Administrator  Merv Amos courseadmin@u3acroydon.org.au 

Course Coordinator Merv Amos coordinator@u3acroydon.org.au 

Systems  Administrator Trevor Bellinger sysinfo@u3acroydon.org.au 

Office Manager Helen Amos u3acroydon@u3acroydon.org.au 

Events Coordinator Chris Hawkins events@u3acroydon.org.au 

Member Liaison Ray Clark memberliaison@u3acroydon.org.au 

Facilities Manager Barry Minchington facilities@u3acroydon.org.au 

Bi Annual U3A Concert and Art/Craft Display 
 

• Sell your art/craft items 
• Promote your class activity 
• Perform on stage 

 

Melba Hall 
Saturday 30th October 2021 

 
Expressions of interest are now being taken from tutors who would like to 
showcase their class or would like to perform in the U3A concert.  
 

Please email Christine on: events@u3acroydon.org.au 
 

More information will be provided once I know which classes are interested  

VALE - MARGOT CRADDOCK 
 
Our old friend Margot passed away on June 22nd after a long battle with lung cancer. 
Margot was a long- time member of Croydon U3A. She was an active member of several group 
classes over the years, Tai Chi , Walking, Current Affairs 
and Australian History to name a few. 
 
As part of our Australian History group, Margot was 
always happy to give talks on various topics and 
generally help out with the running of our meetings. 
Her love of the outdoors was always evident in her 
talks . We would hear about her work with the 
Healesville sanctuary and her many travels and walks 
all over Australia. She introduced us to the part 
Australian wildlife played in the changing history of this 
country. She was well known for her soft spot for the 
helmeted honeyeater in particular though she loved all 

birds and her knowledge of them was 
legend. 
 
We will miss her kindness and sharp wit, 
her willingness to take a joke and respond in kind. She was an active and vital 
part of U3A Croydon and she will be missed by us all. Our condolences to her 
family and loved ones from all of us at U3A. 

mailto:secretary@u3acroydon.org.au
mailto:courseadmin@u3acroydon.org.au
mailto:coordinator@u3acroydon.org.au
mailto:systeminfo@u3acroydon.org.au
mailto:events@u3acroydon.org.au
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COMPUTER CORNER 

We are constantly looking for new classes to teach. After talking to someone recently I feel there is a 
need for a Course on buying online so that, before doing so, we are aware of the mistakes we can 
make. Is there someone who is very experienced in this and willing to share their 
knowledge and experiences with others?  

There could also be a session(s) on using EBay, Market Place (Facebook) and 
Gumtree, etc. Trevor and I have enough on our plates now without taking on 
something else. If you are interested in doing this but tutoring scares you I am 

sure we could work something out. Please call us on the number below. 

Doing research yesterday I (Joy) became excited when I discovered that for those who hate the tiles on the Start menu 
on Windows 10, that there is a simple solution. By downloading an app called ‘Classic Start’ from the website 
ninite.com you can simply change the Start menu to look like Windows 7 menu. How clever? If you are interested in a 
session on how to do this contact us on the details below.     Trevor & Joy 9729 9308 

Literature: Reader-response to… 

This unit explores an approach to reading literary texts 
which focuses on the experience occurring in a 
reader’s mind as they are involved in the act of 
reading. It looks, in particular, at how the act of 
reading changes both the reader and the text they are 
reading, and the unit teaches about critical thinking 
before, during and after the event of reading. How 
literary texts shape an understanding of ‘big ideas’ 
they incorporate is of special interest to us.  

Our classes encourage questions, 
decisions and thinking throughout 
everything we do with our set texts.  

This semester, these are: a novel by 
Charles Dickens; a collection of 
contemporary short fiction pieces by 
an Australian writer of African-
Caribbean descent, and an 
historically-based, issues-centred 
film study. 

Philosophy: Freedom and Community 

This unit looks at how philosophy might help 
us understand what has happened to our 
personal freedom in recent years. What 
does ‘being free’ mean to us in our lives 
today? What sorts of things have occurred 
since 9/11 that have altered the ways we 
experience and enjoy freedom? What has 
the current pandemic done to the way we 
think of ourselves as free individuals and to what extent has 
experience of community, society, state and nation affected 
freedom and liberty (do these two terms mean the same 
thing?). 

This unit seeks to use philosophical methodologies to explore 
its questions and our classes take a dialogue-based approach 
to their inquiries. Participation in class inquiries and a 
willingness to do some reading preparation before classes 
(the classes for both these units take place every two weeks) 
are required. 

Paul Martin ( Tutor: 0422 389 221) 

Two New Humanities Units For Terms 3 and 4 

OLYMPIC TRIVIA 

 What did Japan introduce to the world the last time they hosted the Olympic 
Games? 

 What are the Tokyo Olympic medals made of? 
 Russian athletes will compete in Tokyo under what name? 
 Athletes will sleep on bedframes made of what? 1. Bullet train 

2. Recycled precious metals from 
electronic devices 

3. ROC due to sanctions against 
Russia over doping  scandal at 
Sochi 

4. Cardboard, to be later recycled 
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We have all heard of Granny Smith apples, one of 
the most popular apples available in stores right 
around the world. As well as eating it, the apple is 
the choice for cooking, apple pies, juicing etc. The 
apple originated right here in Australia in 1868. So 
who was Granny Smith? 

Granny was Maria Ann Smith, an 
orchardist who lived from 1799 
until 1870. On 8 August 1819 she married Thomas 
Smith, a farm labourer from Beckley. Both bride 
and groom signed with a mark. Signing with a 
mark on formal documents in those days usually 
indicate they had minimum education and could 
not write.  Maria bore eight children, three of 
whom died in infancy.  

In Australia with its increasing prosperity, came a 
growing demand for skilled labour. The 
Government introduced a number of assisted 
immigration schemes from 1832 onwards called 
the Bounty scheme. During the 1800s Britain 

suffered a depression, and many thousands of people took a free or 
subsidised one-way passage to the end of the earth. One occupation 
that required skilled workers was fruit growing. With several other 
farming families from villages in Sussex and 
Kent, the Smith family migrated to New South 
Wales. They reached Sydney in the ship, Lady 
Nugent on 27 November 1838.  

Thomas found employment with a settler in 
the well-established fruit-growing district of 
Kissing Point now call Ryde; he and Maria 
remained in the district for the rest of their 
lives.  

In the mid-1850s Thomas bought two blocks 
of land totalling about 24 acres (9.7 ha). The 
Smiths soon established themselves as fruit 
growers selling at the market. Maria Smith 
had a reputation for her apple pies and would 
experiment with different types of apples. In 
the 1860’s, there would have been a limited 
number of varieties. When preparing the apples for cooking, the 
leftover cores were tossed out the kitchen window. One day Maria 
brought home a box of French crab apples that were grown in 
Tasmania and found them reasonably good for cooking. The cores of 
which, she would throw out the kitchen window. One day she noticed 
an apple seedling growing outside the window. When it was old 
enough to bear fruit, it had green apples that did not turn red when 

ripe but only developed a 
slight yellowish tinge. This 
mysterious apple tree probably 
was a hybrid of the Tasmanian 
crab apple and a domesticated 
variety the Smiths were 
already growing. Maria 
decided to propagate the new 
cultivar. Having "all the 
appearances of a cooking 
apple," they were not tart but 
instead were "slightly sweet 
and crisp to eat." but best of 

all, it made excellent apple pies. 
Her reputation as pie maker was enhanced further. Her children had 
become adults with families of their own and Maria Smith, became 
known in the district as Granny Smith. 

By 1891-92 apples from 'Granny Smith's seedlings' had begun to win 
prizes in the cooking-apple class.  In 1895 the seedlings were planted 
on a large scale and that year the new variety, now called ‘Granny 
Smith’ was included in the Department of Agriculture's list of fruits 
suitable for export and began its long and successful commercial life.  

Because of its excellent shelf life, the Granny Smith could be exported 
long distances and most times of the year and by 1975, 40 percent of 
Australia's apple crop was Granny Smith. The advent of the Granny 
Smith apple is now celebrated annually in Eastwood with the Granny 
Smith Festival. 

Unfortunately Granny died before she knew what a fantastic 
commercial success her accidental breeding of this new apple would 
become. 

(Thank you to Max Lamb and the Australian History group for this 
great article) 

THE GRANNY SMITH APPLE 

 

PUFFER THE MAGIC JACKET 
 
(Sung to the tune - Puff The Magic Dragon - First 
verse is the chorus)  

 
Puffer the magic jacket, bought at my Aldi 
It keeps me warm, I almost fry ‘cos it  reaches to my 
knee 
It comes with a padded hood included and it’s free 
To lose my trusty jacket would be the death of me 

 
Most days I have worn it, 
through wind and rain and 
snow 
They’ve certainly become the 
rage, as outdoor people 
know 
Rich or poor we wear them, 
like Michelin pics of old          
They make the thin look 
round and fat, but do keep 
out the cold 
 
 

How this style could catch on, in 
Ozzie  seems insane       
In Croydon Town or old Hong 
Kong, all the puffers look the 
same 
The wealthy and the peasant are 
like twins out on the street  
But Ozzies  like their Country Road, and  
Blundstones on their feet 
 
Puffers don’t live forever, ’tis sad but really true     
One grey day the zip ripped off, five press studs 
broke off too 
No repairs could save it, my days are filled with 
gloom            
Without my trusty puffer, I’ll stay trapped in side my 
room. 
 
Thank you to Max Woolcock for this reimagined 
version of a classic children’s song. 

MELBOURNE UNI RESEARCH PROJECT 

Older participants needed for a research study 
looking at healthy older aging. 

Volunteers are needed between 18-75 years 
old for a research study assessing impact of 
eye occlusion on 
visual function with 
age.  

The study will 
involve a single 
two-hour session 
involving an eye 
examination to 
determine eligibility and a series of computer-
based vision tests.  

Volunteers will be reimbursed $20 per session 
in the form of a gift voucher. All parts of the 
study are conducted at the University of 
Melbourne, Parkville campus. Ethics ID: 
1851069.7 

Contact Janet Chan, Researcher at Melbourne 
Uni on: yu.chan@unimelb.edu.au 

mailto:yu.chan@unimelb.edu.au


If you hear of any member 

who is not 

well or has 

suffered a 

loss, please 

contact Christine Hawkins 

on 0407 301 133 to 

organise a card.  

 
End Term 3 Newsletter  is due to be published on the Croydon U3A website on 
Saturday 4th September.  Contributions due Saturday 28th August, 2021. 
 
We especially welcome photos and contributions from tutors and members about 
your involvement with U3A.  These may be left at the office and labelled 
“Newsletter” before the copy date or emailed to the Newsletter Editor:    
Ingrid Tiltman at:  newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au  
 
Can also be posted to U3A Croydon Inc.,  PO Box  816, Croydon 3136.   
 
Please note, acceptance of articles and photos is at the discretion of the newsletter 
editor and is governed by space and relevance. 

Kate 
Kenyon 

Watercolour classes 
Mondays and Wednesdays 

 in the  
Swim Log Cabin 

Marg Kitchen 

Hans Gaven 

Faye Clarke 


