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Start Term 4 Newsletter, 2021
FROM THE PRESIDENT
Hello all U3A members.
Today, some U3A Croydon Committee members and I
were shown around the new Council facility at Springfield
Pavilion. The upper floor of about 200 sqm will be made
available to U3A Croydon classes from Monday to
Thursday. At today’s COVID restrictions, class sizes will
be limited to around 50 members, unless other maximum
occupancy restrictions are further mandated by the State
Government. The upper floor is fully carpeted and has a
kitchen, toilets are on the ground and upper floors and
there is a lift and disabled access into the building. We also
have our own lockable storage room. Car parking will be
available next to the Croydon outdoor pool and around the
football oval. There are some disabled car parks off the Mt
Dandenong Road entry. All-in-all, it is a very satisfactory
option for U3A Croydon classes. We could even hold
some catered functions there. We were informally advised
that it is most likely that face to face classes will only be
available to members who are fully vaccinated. Maroondah
Council is waiting on further advice from the State
Government which they will pass on to us. U3A Croydon
will probably be required to keep a register of vaccinated
members. This can probably be set up in the member’s UMAS database.
Members of the Committee are working progressively with
the Maroondah Council Project Team to complete the
design specifications for the new office and flexible
computer room that are being built in Hub B (the old
Croydon Council chamber).
We are hopeful of moving in
there in time for enrolment
day, 13th December 2021.
The Committee has formally
applied to Maroondah
Council to have the office
named after Dorothy (Dot) Ward, our first President and
the flexible computer hub named after Ms Lorraine Elliott
MP, Member for Kilsyth, who in 1992, was instrumental in
getting government support funding for the formation of
U3A Croydon. In 2022, U3A Croydon Inc. will celebrate
our 30th anniversary and the Committee hopes to be able
to organise a special event to formally name the buildings.
Now, hopefully, some more good news, The Committee of
U3A Croydon, in accordance with the advice from U3A
Network, has decided to decrease the membership fees for
2022 back to $45.00 pa. This has been done in order to
compensate members for the disruption of many classes
this year due to COVID lockdowns. Normally, we would
need to call for a special membership meeting to authorise
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this change from the fees set at the last AGM. However,
our advice is, that having regard to the exceptional
circumstances of the COVID Pandemic, many U3As
throughout Victoria are making similar adjustments to
their membership fee structure. The Committee will put up
an item on the agenda for the 2022 AGM to allow future
Committees to set fees later in the year and notify
members before enrolment on those fees. If members are
aggrieved by the amount of the fees, they can call for a
special meeting of members to vote on the fee structure set
by the Committee.
On a personal note, I hope to have some free time next
year to use the new flexible computer hub to hold my own
classes in teaching computer repairs, trouble-shooting and
maintenance with a Bring-your-own Device segment
where I will endeavour to teach members
about fixing their own damaged devices
and even assist in repairing them myself (I
have been repairing computers since 1990).
I am also hopeful of establishing a class in
competition card games such as Texan
Hold’em and Solo-whist and others with a
winner take all outcome, such as World
Championship Poker on TV. Small
trophies will be presented to the winners. That will depend
on the enthusiasm and take up of our membership.
In the meantime, stay safe!
I can be contacted by email at:
president@u3acroydon.org.au for any further information.
Neil Rose, President
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From the Course Coordinator
Well, the Covid show still roles on and we have been given
a glimmer of light at the end of the tunnel with a possible
resumption on November 5th. This is the day that the
Council has given us access to our venues for classes.
Unfortunately, it comes with conditions which we are
working through. At the moment the
conditions require double vaccination
to enter the venues. There is also a
capacity limit of 1 person per 4
square metres thus halving the
number of members in each class.
With the weather warming up it may
be possible that some of the classes
will be able to be held outside
allowing more members to participate. We have permission
to extend our classes for a further 2 weeks in December
until December 18. All venues have agreed to the
extension.
There is very good news for the 14 classes that have been
held at Cheong Park. As the venue will be closed for an
extension, we have been given access into a brand-new
building at Springfield Park. We have the use of the top
floor which is a massive 200 square metres in size. For
those that are unaware it is located on the corner of Mt
Dandenong Rd and
Springfield Avenue
in Croydon. This
building has a lift to
get to the top floor
so you will not have
to use the stairs.
I will be attending a Zoom meeting from U3A Network on
working with Covid where I hope we will be given clear
guidance on our next move on how we go about resuming
classes under the latest Covid restrictions.
It has been very encouraging to see the number of Tutors
running classes on Zoom during this time. If you haven’t
already done so log into the Zoom Chat session that Frank
Brown is running every Wednesday at 12:00 noon. It runs
for an hour and it is great to see the
members chatting to each other and
relating what they have been doing
to keep occupied during the
lockdowns. The Zoom link for this
session is the same link that was
sent out in a previous email to all
members. Search for the email and click on the link on any
Wednesday at 12:00pm

From the Editor

We have had a very good response from our Tutors
agreeing to return for 2022. At present we will be able to
offer in excess of 90 classes for our members. The 2022
Course Booklet will be available on our website at the end
of October for you to view before enrolling. It will also be
included with the mailout to members with instructions of
the enrolment procedure.
We will be able to offer 4 new courses
for 2022. “Computer Maintenance”,
“Bring you own Device” and
“Competitive Card Games” will be run
by Neil Rose and I have just finished
setting a new
course of “Storytelling” which will be
run by Jim Brown who is a noted
poet and journalist. Details will be
included in the latest Course
Booklet which will be available to
view prior to Enrolment week.
It is that time of year when we look towards enrolment
week which is to be held this year between Monday 13th
December and Wednesday 15th
December. We are on the lookout for
volunteers who can assist us with
manning telephones to assist members
enrolling as this year will be the same
as last year and all enrolling will be
done online. If you are able to assist,
could you contact U3A Croydon at:
u3acroydon@u3acroydon.org.au
Just a reminder to all tutors. Newsletters are no longer
being posted; they are only being sent by email. Copies
will be available at the office for collection or on the website
to read. If you have someone in your class who does not
have email can you please inform them of any information
that could be relevant.
Take care,
Merv Amos
Course Coordinator / Administrator
REVISED TERM DATES 2021
Term
Term
Term
Term

1:
2:
3:
4:

Monday 1st February to Thursday 1st April
Monday 19th April to Friday 25th June
Monday 12th July to Friday 17th September
Monday 4th October to Friday 17th December

I would like to add my
congratulations to the
I’m looking forward to
Musicology and Musical Jam
November 5th, let’s hope
group for their wonderful
nothing gets in the way of our
award. Check out page 4 for
“escape”.
the good news story.
The last 2 newsletters have
had notices about our Open
Day. Sadly, that also has been Please note the change of date
for the final newsletter for this
cancelled, but when we get a
year. Info is on the front
chance to showcase the many
page. Tutors!!! Please use the
classes and activities on offer,
opportunity to spruik your
I’m sure it will be on again.
classes for 2022. Send me the
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information that will entice
our members to join your
class. The first newsletter for
2022 usually falls in the week
before Term 1 starts, so please
send your contributions in
time for publication.
As always, send your
contributions to:
newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au
Take care,
Ingrid

COMPUTER CORNER
COVID VACCINATION PROOF
It doesn’t seem to be widely known
that, after you are double vaccinated,
you can connect your Medicare details
to myGov, and there is an app called
“Medicare Express Plus ” that you can
download onto your Mobile Phone
from the Apps Store to keep your
vaccinations record.

If you have any other ideas on a class or would like to
share your knowledge and experience on a particular
subject, we would be glad to hear from you.
It is not too late to enrol for the following class:
ONEDRIVE – Cloud Storage-ONLINE T4
TIME: 10.00 – 11.30
DATES: Friday 5th, 12th & 19th November.

Connecting your Medicare details to this app enables you
to have a vaccination record Offline, on hand, without
having to be connected to the internet, without having to
carry around a printed vaccination certificate and without
having to log in each time to get the details. I have found
it great! If you log into your Medicare Express Plus App
and find your certificate, from there you can save it
offline. A good starting point for more assistance is this
website: https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/
individuals/services/medicare/express-plus-medicaremobile-app
More information here →
It is also possible to have your double vaccination status
included in your Service Victoria QR check-in.

You will find instructions here :
https://service.vic.gov.au/covid-19/add-covid-19-digitalcertificate

WE NEED ASSISTANCE!
We are currently
organising our
Computer classes for
next year and hope to
introduce some new
ones, but we need help
from another Tutor to
be able to do this. We
are looking for
someone to share their experience on buying goods
online and how to do it safely. If you can assist us please
give us a call.
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Enquiries Joy & Trevor 9729 9308

Story Telling
I am a former schoolteacher and Police
Officer who became a journalist working
in television for Channels Nine and Ten
in Melbourne. Among many
assignments, I covered the Lindy
Chamberlain trial and the fall of
Ferdinand Marcos in the Philippines.
As a film maker I produced two TV
award winning documentaries on the
lives of Banjo Paterson and Henry
Lawson
I was a travel presenter on the primetime TV show
"Healthy Wealthy and Wise” where for 8 years I travelled
extensively throughout Australia and overseas.
I have been a media trainer for business executives, and
have taught journalism to post graduates at RMIT.
All this made me aware of the importance of story telling,
and I truly believe it is more important now than ever in
today’s changing world to give the generations following us
a legacy of our stories and how they have shaped society.
Currently I am working to create a story telling podcast
after involvement in a successful story telling festival in
Launceston.
This story telling course will cover1)

An overview of story telling in all its different forms
throughout history, eg. essays, poetry, diaries, family
histories etc.

2)

creative writing for stories to be read by others

3)

speaking techniques for live story telling

4)

simple recording techniques for recording the stories
of others

Course members will finish the course by creating and
sharing a story of their own. This won’t be a competition,
but a chance for course members to express themselves,
and also hear (and be inspired by) the stories of others.
Jim Brown, Tutor
This course will commence in Term 1, 2022
Fridays 12:15 to 1:45 at Ainslie Park Guide Hall

CONGRATULATIONS !
We are very proud to announce that our
Musicology and Musical Jam groups at U3A
Croydon have won a Maroondah Arts and Resilience
Award. This award recognises the determination
and the innovation that creative groups and
individuals have employed during the pandemic to
keep arts activities alive and
thriving.
Our Musicology and Musical
Jam groups not only
continued their musical
activities online but have
gone above and beyond to
support and motivate their
members, to ensure continued involvement. As we
know, the pandemic has thrown up many obstacles
and difficulties for classes and activities at U3A but
with some creative thinking, these two groups have
thrived. Added to that, the group has invested in
clever and innovative ways to expand class
opportunities and improve their technical skills.
Remember the “Lion Sleeps Tonight” collaboration
featured in an earlier newsletter?
The award recipients were selected from
20 individuals and groups who were
nominated by the community for these
special once-off awards.
As stated on the Maroondah council
website, this award is for those who have
“made outstanding contributions to the community
during these very difficult times”
This is a well deserved award and evidence of what
is possible when enthusiasm and team work is
applied.
Please check out the Mayor’s message on the
council website :
https://www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/Explore/
ArtsInMaroondah/Arts-grants-prizes-commissions/
Maroondah-Arts-and-Resilience-Awards-2021

Term 4 classes
extended to week
ending 17th
December
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Some U3A Croydon friends meet at Sofia’s Restaurant on the 6th April 2021 to enjoy
food, drinks and good company. Thank you to Philippa for organising this outing.
Let’s hope we can soon go back to this life.

Venue News

Membership Fees – 2022

The current information we have received from
Maroondah Council concerning the opening of our
venues to community groups, such as the U3A, is that it
will be based on 1 person per 4 square metres, inside,
and that all patrons are to be fully vaccinated. The
Victorian Government are currently conducting trials in
regional areas for the monitoring of double vaccinations.

The membership fee for 2022
was originally set at $55.00 p.a
at the last AGM. Little did we
know what was in store for us
in 2021: the Delta variant, increased COVID numbers and
two lockdowns, to name but a few. The Committee have
met and a motion was passed at its meeting that the 2022
Membership Fee will be $45.00 for all members (existing
and new).

As this action was not endorsed through a vote by our
general membership, advice was sought from the U3A
Network Secretary who stated the following:

I think, given COVID circumstances, and Consumer
Affairs advices about “soldiering on”, that your
Committee can make an interim ruling of fees, it is
less than the amount prescribed at the previous AGM.



Then, subsequently, your AGM (probably online) can
ratify or vary that, to suit the membership.

Sue Martin
Treasurer and Venues Co-Ordinator

The Cheong Stadium has closed and all fourteen classes
will move across to the recently completed new
Springfield Stadium, located on the corner of Mt
Dandenong Road and Springfield Avenue on November
5th. Tutors who were previously using Cheong will be
notified by separate email about security arrangements,
storage and car parking. Unfortunately, due to COVID
restrictions, we were unable to obtain this information in
time for this newsletter.
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SPEECHCRAFT
SPEECHCRAFTERS - are delighted to be able to attend a few
classes before Christmas, between November 5th and
December 17th as Term 4 has been extended.
We look forward to the pleasure of actually seeing each other
again, as we catch up with news in person, and all health and
safety rules will be cheerfully complied with.
We are also looking forward so much to our old friend Jim
Brown the Poet presenting a course on Story Telling in the
new year.
Our motto remains “Speechcraft is fun - lose your nerves!”

Philippa Pavillard - Tutor

(Course code: 21HUM082 / 21HUM083)

ENROLMENT FOR 2022 CLASSES
Similar to last year, you will be able to enrol online
yourself on your home computer,
laptop, tablet or phone.
If you need assistance, a team of
phone operators will be there to help
you.
More information soon.
ENROLMENT DAYS - Monday 13th to
Wednesday 15th December, 2021

“More and more patients are going to the Internet
for medical advice. To keep my practice going, I
changed my name to Dr. Google.”

CROYDON U3A WILL BE ON THE AIR
We're pleased to announce that Merv Amos, our Course Coordinator, will be interviewed
for Town Talk on Radio Eastern on Thursday 18th November. You’ll find it on FM 98.1
There will also be some Community Service Announcements, with the first during the week
commencing 25th October. Then during the week commencing 8th November there will
be another one regarding enrolments.
This is good news, but word of mouth from the members is still the best advertisement.

U3A CROYDON COMMITTEE 2021
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President

Neil Rose

president@u3acroydon.org.au

Vice President

Frank Brown

vicepresident@u3acroydon.org.au

Secretary

Annie Cutler

secretary@u3acroydon.org.au

Treasurer

Sue Martin

treasurer@u3acroydon.org.au

Course Administrator

Merv Amos

courseadmin@u3acroydon.org.au

Course Coordinator

Merv Amos

coordinator@u3acroydon.org.au

Systems Administrator

Trevor Bellinger

sysinfo@u3acroydon.org.au

Office Manager

Helen Amos

u3acroydon@u3acroydon.org.au

Events Coordinator

Chris Hawkins

events@u3acroydon.org.au

Member Liaison

Ray Clark

memberliaison@u3acroydon.org.au

Facilities Manager

Barry Minchington

facilities@u3acroydon.org.au

If you hear of any member
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End Term 4 Newsletter is due to be published on the Croydon U3A website on
Saturday 4th December. Contributions due Saturday 27th November, 2021.

who is not

We especially welcome photos and contributions from tutors and members about
your involvement with U3A. These may be left at the office and labelled
“Newsletter” before the copy date or emailed to the Newsletter Editor:
Ingrid Tiltman at: newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au
Please note, acceptance of articles and photos is at the discretion of the newsletter
editor and is governed by space and relevance.

well or has
suffered a
loss, please
contact Christine Hawkins
on 0407 301 133 to
organise a card.

Heather Sperling

Watercolour classes
with Jenny Tiller

Jenny Tiller
Shirley Dixon

Gemma
Jordan

