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Naturally, statutory documents such as Notices of the
AGM etc will continue to be mailed as required, without
charge.

Hello all U3A members.
Today, our computer network contractor was finally able
to set up the NBN to the office and classroom computers
On the subject of the Committee of U3A Croydon Inc. we
and the printers and the telephone lines, after many
are about to have 3 retirements from the
previous abortive attempts. He did a great job liaising with
Committee before the start of Term 1,
Aussie Broadband to connect the phones. Office staff can
2022. That leaves the 4 statutory
now make and receive calls on both lines and access
positions and 4 ordinary members doing
UMAS and can print from the computers. A great
the work of 14 available members of the
improvement to what we previously had.
Committee. Many of us are doing
multiple roles and we are in danger of
Some members of our Committee have
becoming burnt out. We need some
recently had a constructive meeting with the
members
to
step
up
and nominate for positions on the
main tenants of Springfield Pavilion and we
Committee,
possibly,
even before the next AGM. The
will have the use of some of their new tables
Committee
has
the
constitutional
ability to co-opt members
and chairs for our classes. We have ordered
on
to
the
Committee
at
any
time.
If
members do not want
a new lockable cupboard for storage by our
to
see
this
organisation
become
ungovernable,
YOU need
classes in the main storage room. It should
to
help
us.
I
can
be
contacted
at
any
time
on
0423
919 750
be ready by the about the start of first term next year.
for
further
information.
About 22 classes will be making use of that new space
until Cheong Park pavilion has been renovated, sometime
Finally, on behalf of the Committee of U3A Croydon, I
around the middle of 2022. By then, we should be in our
new offices in Hub B (the old Croydon Council building) would like to wish all
members and their families, a
and sharing those facilities with other user groups based
happy Christmas and a much
around Mt Dandenong Road. Our old office can be
better New Year than the last
reconfigured to support 1 large classroom or 2 smaller
ones. Over the next 5 years, the Committee is planning to one.
consolidate all classes using these new Council facilities.
In the meantime, stay safe!
Enrolment for 2022 classes will be
Regards,
available online from Monday 13
December 2021 and for those who need Neil Rose,
President, U3A Croydon
some assistance, there are volunteers
available to help you over the phone on
the Monday 13th through to
Contents
Wednesday 17th December. Please note, the U3A office
will close on December 10th and re-open on January 24th.
The Committee has been working with the Council project
team regarding the layout of the new office and flexible
hub in Hub B. We are hopeful that we will be able to move
in before term 1, 2022. There will be meeting rooms
available and a large kitchen setup inside Hub B for all
user groups to make use of. Eventually these groups will
be rehoused back along Mt Dandenong Road and U3A
Croydon will have exclusive access to much of the existing
area of Hub B, as per the Memorandum of Understanding
signed by Council and U3A Croydon Inc.

This year, the Committee has decided to discount
membership renewals back to $45.00, taking account of
our COVID lockdowns. We are also setting up a new
payment for those members who do not have an email
address and require newsletters and other materials to be
posted to them. Members are quite welcome to come to the
office and print off these newsletters without charge.
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From the Course Coordinator
It has been another difficult year to
navigate with our lives being disrupted
due to the Covid pandemic but finally,
we are getting back to some form of
normality with classes back and some
restrictions lifted. Most importantly we
no longer have to wear masks in the
venues but it is still a requirement to carry a mask at
all times. The density limits have lifted so we have the
scope to have more members in the class.
In preparation of the enrolments for 2022 I ask
that you check your membership details are
correct, email, phone numbers, emergency
contacts etc. You will also have to indicate your
vaccination status on the membership form
before you can enrol in the courses.

courses on offer for 2022 check them
out they are highlighted with a
label.
Finally, if you are having difficulty
enrolling, we have a list of dedicated
volunteers on hand to assist you. The
list of volunteers and their phone numbers have been
included with the enrolment instruction letter.
(Please note the corrected phone numbers on page 3
of this newsletter)
I would like to thank our dedicated
band of Tutors for their efforts
throughout another trying year. It
has been a pleasure working
alongside you and I look forward to
2022 with optimism for a year
without disruptions.

Our online enrolments for 2022 will commence on
Monday 13th December. By now you should be in
possession of the full instructions on how to enrol and Take care,
I ask that you take some time to check out the
courses that are on offer for
Merv Amos
2022 by logging onto the website
Course Coordinator / Administrator
at: https://u3acroydon.org.au/
courses-activities/
TERM DATES 2022
By doing your research
beforehand it will make the
Term 1:
Monday 31st January to Friday 8th April
enrolment run smoothly on the
Term 2:
Tuesday 26th April to Friday 24th June
day.
Term 3:
Monday 11th July to Friday 16th September
We have a few of our courses not returning next year
but the good news is we have a total of 15 new

Term 4:

Monday 3rd October to Friday 2nd December

From the Editor

There’s a short item on page 4 about loneliness which I have lifted from
an article I found in the U3A Network news. I know Croydon U3A is
making a significant difference to the social lives of our members,
especially those who live alone, but a recent story from a friend gave me
pause for thought. When a new member turns up in your class, I’d like to Hi, nice to meet you !
think that the tutor/leader and the other class members make that
person feel welcome. I think we underestimate the courage that is needed sometimes to walk
into a room or group of strangers, and if that group then unwittingly ignores the new
member, there is every reason not to turn up again. This is especially difficult later in the U3A
year, when friendships have been established and routines are known by all except the
newcomer. Next time someone new comes into your class/group, please take the time to
make yourself known, and get to know them. After all, that’s where friendships start.
Classes end on the 17th December and before we know it, Christmas will be upon us and
hopefully a sunny warm summer to enjoy in January. This year has been a mixture of
bulletins and newsletters as we never knew which direction that dastardly Covid was going to
take. I am very grateful for all your contributions to this publication, with
special mention to Jenny Tiller and her band of talented artists and Wendy
Holmes for the continuous supply of great jokes and cartoons. I would also
like to give a big thanks to the U3A committee, who have worked
exceptionally hard behind the scenes to keep Croydon U3A operational. It’s
fair to say that the workload did not diminish because of Covid and at
times, was more demanding than ever.
Merry Christmas to you all, have a lovely summer break and come back
enthused for a new year of great courses and activities.
Tutors, feel free to send me some photos/stories to promote your 2022 activities and I will
publish in the January edition. Send your contributions to: newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au
Ingrid.
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PS You’ve got a couple more classes before the year end …. take some photos!

EXPLORE MELBOURNE
On Tuesday 16th November, 17 intrepid explorers
braved torrential rain to travel by train and tram to view
The Doll House exhibition at Como House.
Fortunately, by the time we arrived the weather had
greatly improved. After scanning the QR code and
presenting our vaccination certificates we began our
tour. This is one seriously, well set-up exhibition. The
houses ranged from the 1800s to the present day.
Some simple and homemade, others ostentatious and
elegantly furnished. All were beautiful in their own
way. We met two miniaturists who were very generous
with their time, explaining the ins and out of producing
very tiny objects.
When we were satisfied we had seen all we could, it
was picnic time! Fortunately, the
Stables Café provide tables and
chairs for take away food – many coffees were purchased and I
did see cream cakes and scones being devoured.
We walked through the gardens with very old roses trees and
plants from a bygone era. During this time, we had some
interaction with a group of very young ladies from a school in
Essendon. All dressed in period costume. Delightful.
At long last another successful Explore Melbourne outing. This
exhibition is open until 22nd January. You can book on line at
National Trust Bookings or just turn up. Go on, give it a go.
A Happy Christmas and a safe 2022 wish to everyone.
Gwen & Joy
EXPLORE MELBOURNE CRITERIA. BEFORE ENROLLING, PLEASE READ CAREFULLY. Before enrolling and
taking part in the outside activity group Explore Melbourne, you have to be aware that most outings involve negotiating
trains, trams, buses, escalators, stairs, steps and uneven ground. It is essential that persons choosing to participate in this
activity are independently mobile. No personal care can be given. Outings may also involve a walking distance of over 5 kms.
Due to Covid 19 wearing of masks on public transport is mandatory. Carry hand sanitiser and practise social distancing
where possible.

In the recent enrolment news, some of the phone
numbers for the volunteers were incorrect. Please
change details for:
Ingrid (Monday pm, Wednesday am) 0409 543 644
The U3A office will close for 2021 on
Kay (Tuesday pm) 0427 923 315
Chris (Tuesday am) 0407 301 133
Friday, 10th December and will not reopen until Monday 24th January 2022.
These volunteers are available to help over the phone with enrolments
TapnGo payments will commence
for members without suitable computer access.
again at the office in January.
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Deadline for copy to be submitted

Newsletter publication dates

Start Term 1

Monday 17th January

Saturday 22nd January

End Term 1

Monday 14th March

Saturday 19th March

Start Term 2

Monday 2nd May

Saturday 7th May

End Term 2

Monday 13th June

Saturday 18th June

Start Term 3

Monday 18th July

Saturday 23rd July

End Term 3

Monday 29th August

Saturday 3rd September

Start Term 4

Monday 10th October

Saturday 15th October

End Term 4

Monday 21st November

Saturday 26th November
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SPEECHCRAFT

New course 2022 - Story Telling
Jim Brown is a friend and sometimes guest of
U3A Croydon Speechcraft and he will be
providing a little preview of his 2022 Story
Telling class at Philippa’s session on Friday
10th December. You may also be lucky
enough to enjoy some of Jim’s poetry and
music.
Jim’s story telling course in 2022 will cover1)

An overview of story telling in all its different forms
throughout history, eg. essays, poetry, diaries, family
histories etc.

2)

creative writing for stories to be read by others

3)

speaking techniques for live story telling

4)

simple recording techniques for recording the stories
of others

Course members will finish the course by creating and
sharing a story of their own. This won’t be a competition,
but a chance for course members to express themselves,
and also hear (and be inspired by) the stories of others.
Fridays 12:15 to 1:45 at Ainslie Park Guide Hall
Jim Brown, Tutor

Class members and tutors have done
our best to maintain contact by Zoom,
email and telephone during Covid
restrictions, but it has been a great
joy to socialise again, albeit in masks
and at a safe distance.
We’ve also been delighted that
Term 4 has been extended until
December 17th, especially as that date is the 93rd
birthday of Corrie Cooksley—one of our Friday
members!
However, I have reluctantly cancelled our usual
Christmas morning picnic breakfast in Town Park, as we
cannot be sure that unvaccinated strangers won’t join us
- we always provide extra food in case, and we could
convey infection to vulnerable people, young and old, at
the Christmas lunches most of us attend later.
Let us all look forward to the festive season however,
and especially to classes in 2022.
Sincerely,
Philippa Pavillard, Tutor.
Speechcraft, Tuesdays and Fridays, Ainslie Park Hall

LONELINESS
Research finds one in four Australians is lonely. 40 per cent of people in aged care receive no visitors - none!
HERE’S WHAT WE CAN ALL DO:
• Simply drop in for chat and a cuppa with friends and loved ones.
• Link young people to older people; they both benefit hugely.
• Take a break from social media if it’s becoming a hindrance, rather than an enhancer, of meaningful
connection.
• Volunteer. One-in four Australians (not the lonely quarter) is a volunteer at one or more of the nation’s
600,000 community organisations.
• A simple smile can change someone’s day.
COMPUTER CORNER

basic Photo App that comes with Windows 10. This
course assists on digitizing your photos, slides, VHS
Click on this link https://u3acroydon.org.au/courses-activities/ to tapes including transferring your photos from your
check out our courses for the first 2 terms of the New Year. We phone; tips on taking future videos/photos. How to
have been fortunate to be able to introduce some new ones such prepare your photos and edit videos to create a video
adding captions, sounds, narration and music. This can be a lot of
as Emails, Computer & Phone Scams, and Using Facebook on
your iPad, Using the Internet, etc. This may not be the final list as fun. Ideal for gifts for your children/grandchildren and a creative
way of doing a story about yourself as an heirloom and use as a
we will add to these along the way.
eulogy.
Although we have conducted the ‘Computer Tips’ course before
One course in Term 1 is ‘Creating Your Own Videos’. How
more tips have been added since as we discover new things. It
many of us have hundreds (possibly thousands) of photos and
personal videos that need to be organised and digitized to share would be impossible to include everything in the description.
with others? This course shows you how easy it is by using the
All Enquiries: Trevor or Joy 9729 9308
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AFTER LOCKDOWN - MY FIRST DAY
(Can be sung to the tune of Bread and Fishes)
I went out walking, round Lilydale Lake
The trail packed with walkers, though the hour was late
But then I realised t’was the first freedom day
And the playground was packed, with children at
play
With the wind blowing gently, and birds in the sky
Yachts sailed to the islands, as joggers ran by
People relaxed with rugs on the ground,
One played a guitar, a crowd gathered round.
A gentle, grey- haired lady, said to her friend
With hair to her knees, she was going round the bend
But at last had her hair cut, it had looked like a mop
She had sped round midnight, to her hairdresser’s shop.
I simply had to follow an old Aussie rule
So I drove down to Bunnings to check out some tools
The smell from the barby, made my mouth drool
Should’ve had my mask on, felt such a fool.

Went back to my home, checked my e-mails,
One was from Croydon, u -3-a,
Soon back to guitar class I really can’t wait
Was so excited, felt like my first date.
Folks seem more friendly than before Covid hit
More value their family, their friends and their mates,
Teachers, doctors and nurses and staff in our shops
Who have battled on bravely, ’til they nearly drop.
Christmas approaches, Covid’s still here,
We can’t let our lives drown in sorrow and fear.
Next year we’ll keep smiling, with classes anew
And celebrate freedom with a dose of good cheer!
A big thank you to Max Woolcott for another great Covid song.

Marj Reni, a regular contributor to the
art featured on the last page of the
newsletter, has written and illustrated
a book for her grandchildren called
“Christmas Time in the Bush”.
Featuring beautiful watercolour
illustrations, Marj has created a lasting
gift for her grandkids.
Well done Marj !!

U3A CYCLING - ALTERNATE
TUESDAYS

We are delighted to announce that
Geoff Perkins and Bruce Blythe will be
taking over the leadership of the
Tuesday cycling group in 2022.

A big thank you to Rob
Elliott who has ably
managed this group for
10 years. It’s a long
and generous contribution to U3A and
our cyclists.

WOMEN WANTED !!
The U3A cycling group on a
Tuesday is in danger of becoming a
men only club. There’s lots of jolly
nice blokes in the group but we need more
women to cycle. Come on girls, get involved.
The rides are not too demanding (join the
Thursday group if that’s what you want) and the
company is great. We always stop for a cuppa
midway, many important and not so important
topics are discussed and there’s no shortage of
laughs. Great form of regular exercise too.
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FURNITURE RESTORATION
My husband’s grandfather had
bequeathed four bent wood chairs
to his family and they had been
used as kitchen chairs throughout
my husband’s childhood. We had
determined that they were about
130 years old but as the chairs aged
they had been enthusiastically
painted and repainted over the
years and were now not particularly
attractive.
I had always thought they had
potential, so decided to store them
away with the view to restore them one day. Well, they
remained in our garage and then the shed through a
couple of house moves and finally, 20 years later and with
the 2020 lockdown meaning we were now stuck at home, I
decided to begin restoring them. And oh dear, I found
there were many layers of paint!
Having struggled through efforts to strip and restore one
of the chairs, I was looking for a bit of motivation to tackle
the other three. That’s when I found that the U3A at
Croydon had a furniture restoration class and was very
excited to join it and share my journey of restoration with
like-minded people.
At the class, the range of projects being carried out at the
session by participants is fascinating with bedroom chairs

complete with new upholstery, old carpentry tools, cuckoo
clocks and beautiful storage containers all being lovingly
restored. Some pieces are, like mine, family heirlooms
while other pieces have been picked up from second hand
shops or even from the hard rubbish! Assisting with the
renewal of these pieces has been the ever-patient Nelson
who is keen to assist with the repair of damaged parts and
provides timely advice.
And so, even with this year’s attendance being fairly
disrupted I have
managed to finish
another chair and
look forward to
getting the other
two restored next
year.
We are always
looking to have
extra people to
come along to the
sessions and share
our interest in bringing tired pieces of furniture or objects
d’art back to life and to giving them a new purpose. After
all, that has to be the ultimate in recycling! So, do consider
dropping in to see our session in action or take the plunge
and sign up to the U3A class for next year.
Carolyn Cusworth - new member

I was in the six item express lane at the
store quietly fuming. Completely ignoring
the sign, the woman ahead of me had
slipped into the check-out line pushing a
cart piled high with groceries. Imagine my
delight when the cashier beckoned the
woman to come forward looked into the
cart and asked sweetly, "So which six
items would you like to buy?"

Enrolments for
2022 commence
online at 10am on
Monday 13th
December

U3A CROYDON COMMITTEE 2021
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President

Neil Rose

president@u3acroydon.org.au

Vice President

Frank Brown

vicepresident@u3acroydon.org.au

Secretary

Annie Cutler

secretary@u3acroydon.org.au
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Sue Martin
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Course Administrator

Merv Amos

courseadmin@u3acroydon.org.au
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Merv Amos
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Systems Administrator
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Office Manager
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Facilities Manager

Barry Minchington

facilities@u3acroydon.org.au
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Start Term 1 Newsletter 2022 is due to be published on the
Croydon U3A website on Saturday 22nd January. Contributions
due Monday 17th January, 2022.
We especially welcome photos and contributions from tutors and
members about your involvement with U3A. These may be left at
the office and labelled “Newsletter” before the copy date or
emailed to the Newsletter Editor:
Ingrid Tiltman at: newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au

Heather
Sperling

Please note, acceptance of articles and photos is at the
discretion of the newsletter editor and is governed by space and
relevance.

Annette
Taylor

Wishing all U3A
members a very
merry Christmas
and a new year
filled with hope,
fun and friends

Hans
Gaven

Ruth
Thorpe
→

Val
Tankey


