
U3A Croydon Inc, Keystone Complex  
1 Civic Square, Croydon 3136 
Postal Address: PO Box 816, Croydon 
3136. 
Reg A0026437S   ABN 12 643 602 869 
Website: www.u3acroydon.org.au 

 Office Hours: 10:00am to 12:30pm 
 Monday to Friday during U3A term 
 Closed Public & School Holidays. 
 Phone: 9724 9544 
 Email: u3acroydon@u3acroydon.org.au 

End Term 1 Newsletter, 2022 Vol. 2 

TERM DATES 2022 
 

Term 1:  Monday 31st January to Friday 8th April 
Term 2:  Tuesday 26th April to Friday 24th June 
Term 3:  Monday 11th July to Friday 16th September 
Term 4:  Monday 3rd October to Friday 2nd December 

From the President 

Hello all U3A members. 

The Committee has been working with the Council project 
team  and have now signed off on the final layout and 
specifications of the new office and flexible hub in Hub B. 
We are hopeful that the actual build can be completed 
within about 12 weeks and we can organise a formal 
opening with the Mayor of Maroondah City Council. 

Since the new year commenced, we have almost reached 
our predictions of 900 members signing on. Our financials 
are in good shape and we have a reasonable reserve of 
funds set aside for the provision of future upgrades to our 
facilities. Over the last few weeks, members of the 
Committee and I have been present at the official opening 
of the new Springfield Pavilion, where about 14 of our 
classes are now located. We also attended the “Turning of 
the Sod” at Cheong Park Pavilion to formally commence 
the refurbishment of that facility. Once completed, we hope 
to relocate other classes now being held in various 
disparate and out of the way facilities in an effort to 
consolidate those classes in modern and suitable facilities, 
with good access.  

The Committee of U3A Croydon Inc. would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the Hon. Michael Sukkar MP, 
Member for Deakin, for his assistance to us over the past 2 
years. Without that help, it is unlikely that we would be in 
the fortunate position that we are now in. 

We have been successful in applying for various 
government grants and we have purchased and installed a 
new lockable storage cabinet in the storeroom of 
Springfield Pavilion. We have also ordered new industrial 
sized HEPA air filtration units for our facilities where we 
are unable to get good fresh air ventilation.  

On the subject of the Committee of U3A Croydon Inc. I am 
delighted to report that we have had 1 position filled, that 
of Office Manager, by Penny Kruse. The AGM for U3A 
Croydon Inc. will be held on 28 April 2022 at 10:00 am at 
Springfield Pavilion. The current Committee will stand 
down; however, all members have indicated their intention 
to renominate for their current positions. We still need 
YOU to assist us by getting involved with the operation of 
our organisation to help us. I can be contacted  any time at 
president@u3acroydon.org.au 

The Mayor or Deputy Mayor have been invited to attend 

the AGM and officiate the conduct of the election process. 
Together with one of the Council officers who is part of the 
project team developing the Croydon Well-being Precinct 
Project, incorporating our new facilities, they should be 
able to answer any of your questions about the Project. 
Light refreshments will be provided. 

Finally, on behalf of the Committee of U3A Croydon Inc. I 
would like to wish you all a safe return to condition 
“COVID normal”. I would also like to remind you that 
with some of our classes, there can be risk and injury 
during the course of attending those classes. U3A Croydon 
Inc. does not offer general insurance to cover members and 
this issue is covered by the Conditions for Membership that 
members read and sign when they join. This document 
specifically advises members of the necessity of taking out 
personal insurance to cover them against injury. 

In the meantime, stay happy! 

Regards,  Neil Rose, 

President, U3A Croydon  
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CROYDON U3A Inc  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

10.00am on Thursday 28 April, 2022 at Springfield 
Pavilion, cnr Springfield Avenue and Mt Dandenong Road, 
Croydon. 

 

Information about the AGM and a nomination form can be 
found on pages 5 and 6 of this newsletter. 

 

Please consider nominating for committee or find out how 
you can volunteer in another capacity and thereby lighten 
the load of the committee members. 

mailto:president@u3acroydon.org.au
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It is wonderful that we can now say we are getting 
back to normal, but we must not get too complacent 
as the virus is still with us. We all have our part to 
play to ensure we continue to enjoy the many 
activities that U3A Croydon has on offer.  

 
Remember to keep checking on the 
U3A Croydon website to catch up on 
the latest news and also the new 
courses that we have on offer. It is 
great to finally see that Ballroom 
Dancing and Croydon U3A Singers 
are finally back face to face. Although 
face masks are no longer required 
indoors you 

can still wear a mask if you 
are unsure of mingling 
amongst groups of people.  
 
Although all our members in 
2022 are at least double 

vaccinated it is still possible to show signs of the 
virus. We ask that if you follow the guidelines and 
stay away from classes if you show any flu like 
symptoms then we will get through it  
 
Finally, I applaud all our Tutors 
for keeping the classes going 
during the various forms of 
restriction we were faced with.  
 
Just a reminder to all tutors. 
Newsletters are no longer being posted; they are only 
being sent by email.  Copies will be available at the 
office for collection or on the website to read. If you 
have someone in your class who does not have email 
can you please inform them of any information that 
could be relevant.  
 
Merv Amos 
Course Coordinator / Administrator 

From the Editor 
Do you ever listen to Ted Talks? Last year, in order to shake off some of the Covid lethargy, I 
started walking around my neighbourhood and I usually listened to a Ted Talk while I was 
walking. You’ll find them on Youtube and there are literally 1000s of fascinating topics and 
speakers to choose from.  One I listened to at the time is titled “What does it take to change 
a mind?”   
 
One of the criticisms of old age is that we have entrenched views, 
that we can’t flex in our thinking, we’ve got old fashioned 
opinions.  (This criticism by the way is true of all ages, but 
somehow we are seen as the only offenders).  It is insulting to have 
your ideas and opinions written off because of your age but maybe 
we all need to think about why we hold a particular view on any 
given topic.  If you get most of your news and information from 
social media you are likely being fed what you like to hear. And 
regular news broadcasts rarely delve into the background or “why” of the report.  It’s 
stimulating to have a friendly debate and provided you can back up your opinions with 
credible evidence, and maintain an open mind, ready to accept or at least consider another 
point of view, then we are all better off.  We can see very clearly in this troubled world, how 
entrenched views are pitting one against another, neighbour against neighbour, nation 
against nation.  Maybe there’s a bit of “right” on both sides.  Much as we would like it, 
situations are rarely black and white. 
 
We are nearing the end of term so I hope you 
enjoy the break from U3A routine and make 
the most of the remaining summery weather. 
Tutors can “down tools” for a couple of 
weeks, but I suspect many of you will still be 
spending time preparing for Term 2.   
 
As always, send your contributions to: 
newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au 
Take care, keep busy and stay in touch with 
friends.        
Ingrid 

NEWSLETTER 2022 Deadline for copy to be submitted 

Start Term 2 Monday 2nd May 

End Term 2 Monday 13th June 

Start Term 3 tba 

End Term 3 Monday 29th August 

Start Term 4 Monday 10th October 

End Term 4 Monday 21st November 

From the Course Coordinator 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

Like all organisations, the U3A is obliged to have all the electrical equipment it uses both at its venue and offices as well  
as in its classes tested and tagged by a professional electrician or licensed company.  Our obligations are in line with 
WorkSafe Victoria guidelines. 
 

SATURDAY  26/03/2022 – STARTING AT 08:00.  (please adhere to social distancing and hand sanitising according to 
our COVID Safe Plan).  All electrical equipment used by the office, used by U3A at our various teaching locations and 
importantly used by members who bring their appliances regularly to class will be tested and tagged. 
 

We therefore ask all tutors and members to make their electrical devices available at the U3A on this day at this time.  
Testing will take approximately 2 hours.  All testing will be done at the U3A office.  There will be no cost to members 

and appliances will be available for return to members by 10 a.m. on Saturday 
26/03/2022. 
 

Members can leave their electrical items at the U3A office on the Friday before 
(25/03/2022) between the hours of 12.30-1.30 p.m.  Each item MUST BE  labelled with 
the member’s name, class and phone number. 
 

A reminder email will be sent to all tutors before the testing day asking them to work with 
their class to ascertain their tagging requirements. 

 

Please contact Barry Minchington on facilities@u3acroydon.org.au  mobile number 0490 331 938 for further assistance. 
 

FOR THE SAFETY OF ALL MEMBERS, ANY ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT THAT HAS NOT BEEN INSPECTED AND 
TAGGED ON SATURDAY 26/03/2022 MAY NOT BE USED DURING A U3A CLASS.  PLEASE NOTE THAT A 2021 
TAG WILL NEED TO BE REPLACED WITH A 2022 TAG AND THE ITEM REINSPECTED.  THERE ARE FEW 
EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE AND THESE APPLY MAINLY TO PERMANENT ELECTRICAL FIXTURES. 
 

Your support in this process is needed! 

Barry Minchington, Facilities Manager 

ELECTRICAL TESTING AND TAGGING FOR 2022 

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS 
 

Dear Office Volunteers, 
As we are nearing the end of Term 
One a short acknowledgement of 
thanks goes to those who have 
volunteered this Term and to those 
following for the remaining 3 
weeks.   
Our new Office Manager, Penny 
Kruse and I are working 
towards  building a good partnership 
and I am grateful to Christine 
Hawkins for offering to help out 
each new Term with the putting 
together of the weekly 
rosters.  Penny and Christine's 
experience I feel will be invaluable 
to me as I am relatively new to this 
role. 
 
Thanks again everyone. 
Pam McAleese 

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED ON A 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY 

 
Could you spare 2 and a half hours, once a term to 
work in the U3A office?  Answer the phone, help 
visitors and do some little tasks. 
 
It’s easy and fun, the Day Manager is 
there to help with any questions and 
you’ll meet some new people. 
 
Want to know more?   
Contact Pam McAleese on 0429 879 008 or 
pammcaleese42@gmail.com 

On January 24th 2022, $252.25 was donated to the 
Royal Flying Doctors Service on behalf of the U3A 
Creative Craft class.   

Well done ladies, this was a great 
effort considering we didn’t have 
many classes due to Covid. 

Thank you everyone for your 
continual support and generosity.   

Mary Squires 

about:blank
mailto:pammcaleese42@gmail.com
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COMPUTER CORNER 
Do you have a friend, family member, or acquaintance who would like to share their Computer 
knowledge with others in our U3A Croydon Computer classroom? This person must be made aware that 
the tutoring work is voluntary, and they also must have an understanding of how to teach older people. 
Tutors do not need to be in that older age bracket. For those who are interested and fearful of standing 

up in front of others to conduct classes, we will give guidance and support in that area. 
 

• We would like to conduct a Tablet (Android) Course on similar lines to the iPad Course that we 
have been running very successfully for several years. This is one new class we would like to 
offer. 

• Another Course we are considering is “Buying Online” and we need someone who is 
experienced in conducting purchases online, so they can share tips on how to do this to keep 
you safe. 

• Other Computer courses, either short or term length, that you would like to share with others 

COMPUTER COURSES FOR TERM 2 

 
iPad for Beginners Term 2 
This course goes for 1 term.   
It covers learning from Beginners to 
Advanced and is conducted on Tuesday 
afternoons 1.00 – 2.30.  

Photo Repair & Enhancement 
Wednesday 10.00-11.30. Ideal for repairing photos before 
using them in videos and for other purposes. Removing 
red-eye, straightening crooked photos, correcting 
contrast, colour, and exposure. It also covers removing 
objects and placing them into other 
photos and much, much more. This 
course will be using the Photo app that 
comes with Windows 10, and the free 
app, PhotoFiltre. The course runs for 1 
full term. 

Computers-Windows 10 
Wednesdays 1.30-3.00 for 1 term.  
The course covers the features of the 
operating system and how you can 
personalise your own computer to suit 
your needs. 

Using the Internet Thursdays for 3 sessions @ 1.30-3.00 

Computers Level 2  
Fridays 10.00-11.30. This course is for those who feel 
confident to move on from level 1, learning more skills on 
how to use the computer/laptop. The course runs for 1 full 
term. 

Click on this link to find more details of these courses. 
https://u3acroydon.org.au/courses-activities/ 

Enrol online or contact Trevor or Joy 9729 9308 

MELBOURNE HIGHLAND GAMES AND CELTIC FESTIVAL 
 
We are delighted to advise that two of our Groups, 
Musicology and “The Croydonaires” (who are all members of 
our Guitar and Ukulele Group), have been invited to perform 
at this year’s Melbourne Highland Games & Celtic Festival 
which will be held at Eastfield Park, Croydon on Sunday 20th 
March. Both Groups will be performing in the Folk Marquee. 
 

Musicology’s performance will be from 10.00am to 10.40am 
and “The Croydonaires’” performance will be from 2.25pm to 
3.05pm. Both Groups will be presenting special programmes 
of music and songs to suit the occasion. 
 

If you can attend, our Groups would 
greatly appreciate your support. Other 
features of the Games will include pipe 
bands, highland dancing, Scottish 
country dancing, heavy games, fun 
family activities, market stalls and great 
food, including whisky tastings, haggis 
and other Scottish treats – all worth 
sampling and not to be missed. 
 

Colin McLaren 

Have you ever wondered how to play 
croquet? 

 
Come to our “Come & Try Day” to find out 

 
Where:    Ringwood Croquet Club 
                Jubilee Park off Gardini Ave,   
  Ringwood 
 
When:       April 3rd, 2022, 1pm-3pm 
 
Enquiries:  ringwoodcroquet@gmail.com 
                   Club phone:  9870 6151 
                   Secretary phone:  0407 098 980 
 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 

about:blank
mailto:ringwoodcroquet@gmail.com
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U3A Croydon Inc (Registration No: A0026437S) 
NOTICE OF 2022 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of U3A Croydon Inc. will be held  
at 10 am, Thursday 28th April 2022 at Springfield Pavilion, 

 213-215 Mount Dandenong Road, Croydon VIC 3136 
 

  

 The order of business at the meeting will be: 
 

1. Welcome by the President. 

2. Confirm the Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting of 20th April 2021. 

3. President’s report on the activities for the preceding financial year. 

4. Guest Speakers - Senior Councillors, Maroondah City Council 

5. Announce the recipients for Service Awards 2020, 2021 & 2022 

6. Receive the financial statements for the preceding financial year. 

7. Elect the officers of the association and the ordinary members of the committee. 

8. Approve the proposed special resolution to revise the Constitution of U3A Croydon: 

 

Rule 12 Annual subscription – item 1 and 2 to be updated as follows: 

 (1) The Committee shall determine the following year's annual subscription fee by 1st November of the 
current year for the following calendar year.  

 (2) The Committee must notify members of the annual subscription for the following calendar year by 
1st November and fees must be displayed on the membership application. 

 
 Rule 54 Term of Office - The following 2 clauses to be included. 
 (4) Members can only serve a maximum of 5 continuous years on the Committee.   

 Committee member must stand down completely for at least 1 year before serving on the 
Committee again.  

 (5) The Committee can override and agree to extend the 5 continuous years in extenuating 
circumstances. 
 

 
9. Welcome the new Committee of Management for 2022-2023 

10. Thanks to the outgoing committee. 



6  

U3A Croydon, AGM on Thursday 28th April 2022  
 
NOMINATIONS  
 
All committee positions will be declared vacant at the AGM. If written nominations have not been received 
by Tuesday 29th March 2022, using the form below, nominations will be taken from the floor during the 
AGM.  
 
The Association Officers are: President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. Up to 10 Ordinary 
Committee positions may be elected. We are also looking for non-committee positions.  
 
If you want to know more about these positions, please go to U3A Croydon Webpage > About us > 
Committee and scroll to the bottom for the complete list of position descriptions. Positions that are non-
committee are also listed in there.  
 
Nomination forms will be available at the Office from Thursday 17th March 2022 for those interested. Please 
get your nomination seconded by another paid up member.  
 
It is essential that Committee members are computer literate and that they have a mobile phone, home 
computer, laptop or iPad with internet facilities.  
 
We are now a large VOLUNTEER organisation and with workloads increasing we need to support some of the 
Committee members with an assistant (non-committee position) to help share the work around. It is vitally 
important that each of you make an effort, no matter how small, to assist with the tasks of running your 
U3A!  
 
Please detach and hand in the form below to the U3A Office by Tuesday 29th March 2022.  
 
..................................................................................................................................................................................... 

  

Nomination for the election of Officers and Committee Members.  
Annual General Meeting Thursday 28th April 2022, Springfield Pavilion at 10am.  

  
 
Position of…………………………………………………………………………………..  
  
 
Person Nominated:  ………………………………...……………………………...………..……..  Member number:  ……………...….. 
 
Being a full financial member of U3A Croydon Inc. I hereby sign as:  
 
Signed……………………………………………………………………….….……………………..…...  
  
 
Nominated by:  ………………………………………...………………………..……………………  Member number:  …………………. 
 
Signed:  ………………………………………………………………...………………………………….  
  
 
Seconded by:  ………………………………………...………………………..…………………..…  Member number:  …….………...…. 
 
Signed:  ……………………………………………………………………………...…………………….  
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U3A CROYDON COMMITTEE 

 President Neil Rose president@u3acroydon.org.au 

Vice President Frank Brown vicepresident@u3acroydon.org.au 

Secretary Annie Cutler secretary@u3acroydon.org.au 

Treasurer / Venues Coordinator Sue Martin treasurer@u3acroydon.org.au 

Course Administrator  Merv Amos courseadmin@u3acroydon.org.au 

Course Coordinator Merv Amos coordinator@u3acroydon.org.au 

Systems  Administrator Helen Amos sysinfo@u3acroydon.org.au 

Office Manager Penny Kruse u3acroydon@u3acroydon.org.au 

Events Coordinator (vacant) events@u3acroydon.org.au 

Member Liaison Ray Clark memberliaison@u3acroydon.org.au 

Facilities Manager Barry Minchington facilities@u3acroydon.org.au 

If you have lost your membership badge, it is now possible to print your own.  
Log into UMAS with your member number and password and click on My Membership. 
Then click on NAME BADGE and follow the instructions to get a Word document for your 
badge.  
If you need another lanyard, you can collect one from the office at a cost of $2. New 
members receive their first lanyard free. 

We had our first Dinner Date for the year and 40 members 
were in attendance at the Dorset Gardens Bistro in the 
Lantern Room. We welcomed 8 of our newest members to 
the group and a great time was had by all.  
The conversation flowed all night.  
Merv Amos 

DINNER DATE 
At walking football on Thursday mornings the 
group is having a lot of fun and getting some 
exercise at the same time.  It’s soccer at walking 
pace with modified rules like keeping the ball on 
the floor but it still gets your pulse and brain 
racing.  It is definitely not serious (even though 
the picture might 
suggest 
otherwise!) 
laughing at 
ourselves is part 
of the enjoyment 
and no previous 
experience is 
required.  We 
have a roughly 
equal mix of 
males and 
females which 
adds to the fun and keeps the guys under control!  
The only equipment you need is comfortable 
clothing in layers and sports shoes that do not 
have black soles.   
 
The Thursday group is full but there is a Come & 
Try day being organised by Maroondah Council at 
Heathmont Nets on Wednesday April 6th if you 
would like to check out walking sports.  We are 
hoping there will be some new recruits from that 
together with some of you, so that we can start a 
new group on Wednesday mornings. 
 
Contact Geoff on 0411 245 633 if you would like 
more information, or just call into the John Frost 
pavilion at Cheong Park on Thursday mornings 
while we are in session. 

WALKING FOOTBALL 

mailto:secretary@u3acroydon.org.au
mailto:courseadmin@u3acroydon.org.au
mailto:coordinator@u3acroydon.org.au
mailto:systeminfo@u3acroydon.org.au
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Vale:  Ruth Crichton 
Ruth Crichton has been a long-time member of U3A Croydon, since 2007, 
holding the position of Secretary for more than 5 years, and at one time she 
acted as President in 2007, following the passing of the incumbent President 
Diny Driessen.She was also a willing office volunteer and always active during 
Enrolment days. 
 

Ruth was a proud political activist and an activist for the feminine 
movement. She had strong views, didn't suffer fools gladly, but also didn't 
hold grudges. 
Ruth wound back her U3A activities a couple of years ago to look after her very sick daughter who 
needed constant care. 

 

Ruth sadly passed away on Feb 26th and will be greatly missed by U3A members who 
knew her or worked with her. A memorial will be held for her in East Bentleigh on 
Saturday March 26th. The family would be delighted to see some members of U3A in 
attendance. Details can be obtained from Trevor Bellinger on 9729 9308. 

We are looking for enthusiastic audience 
members to attend our forthcoming 
recordings and I'm reaching out to the U3A 
community with this invitation to join us at 
Docklands Studio Melbourne. 
 
There are several recording dates this 
month and some additional dates coming up 
in May - Tickets to the show are 
absolutely FREE. 
 
I already know that your interested, engaged 
and knowledge hungry community will 
absolutely love being part of this major 
television quiz production and so I hope you 
will help me extend this invitation across 
your network.   
 
Below is a link to our booking site showing 
all dates and times.  
https://www.trybooking.com/
ZWUG  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2FZWUG&data=04%7C01%7C%7C453cb26e5ded43498db608d9fe762c06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637820605794952133%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2FZWUG&data=04%7C01%7C%7C453cb26e5ded43498db608d9fe762c06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637820605794952133%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi
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Dear U3A Croydon, 

 I am sending an invitation to recruit for the HOMESIDE study being run by the University of Melbourne. 

 We would be incredibly grateful if you could help us to reach potentially interested caregivers and people 
with dementia by sharing information about HOMESIDE with your network, by including our study 
information in a newsletter and/or displaying our flyers . 

I have attached the study flyer.  (see above) 

This YouTube invitation can also be shared with carers:  https://youtu.be/g5EfX0dcGDs  

More information can also be found at our website:  https://www.homesidestudy.eu/about 

Please direct anyone who is interested to contact the HOMESIDE email address:  

homeside-australia@unimelb.edu.au 

We plan to be recruiting into May 2022, so please let your members know they are welcome to register 
interest . 

Our thanks in anticipation, 

 Hilary Farmer, University of Melbourne. 

U3A Network Victoria is launching a photography competition for 
members of U3As  to ‘Show Us How You U3A!’  Let’s challenge 
the stereotypical images of older people we see so often in the 
media and in advertising and get the word out to the Victorian 
community about U3As at the same time.  
  
We want to source images of U3A members being active, being 
social, learning, teaching, having fun and enjoying being together 
to use in Network’s marketing and advertising campaigns.  
 
All you need to know can be found here: 
https://u3avictoria.org.au/show-us-how-you-u3a-photography-
competition 

https://u3avictoria.org.au/show-us-how-you-u3a-photography-competition
https://u3avictoria.org.au/show-us-how-you-u3a-photography-competition


 
Start Term 2 Newsletter 2022 is due to be published on the Croydon U3A 
website on Saturday 7th May. Contributions due Monday 2nd May, 2022. 
 
We especially welcome photos and contributions from tutors and members 
about your involvement with U3A.  These may be left at the office and labelled 
“Newsletter” before the copy date or emailed to the Newsletter Editor:    
Ingrid Tiltman at:  newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au  
 
Please note, acceptance of articles and photos is at the discretion of the 
newsletter editor and is governed by space and relevance. 

Watercolour classes 
with Jenny Tiller 

Hans Gaven 
 

Gemma Jordan 

Marj Reni 

Riet Taal 

Val 
Tankey 

If you hear of 

any member 

who is not well 

or has suffered 

a loss, please 

contact Trish on 9736 4510 

to organise a card.  


