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TERM DATES 2022 
 

Term 1:  Monday 31st January to Friday 8th April 
Term 2:  Tuesday 26th April to Friday 24th June 
Term 3:  Monday 11th July to Friday 16th September 
Term 4:  Monday 3rd October to Friday 2nd December 

From the President 

Hello all U3A Croydon members, 

We have held our AGM for 2022 and all the members 
of our current Committee have been returned 
unopposed, including myself, as your President. I 
would like to thank all U3A Croydon Inc. members 
for your ongoing confidence.  I would also take this 
opportunity to thank all the members of the 
Committee, including those who have retired, over 
this last 12 months, for their help and support to me 
over these difficult times. 

I have recently attended the formal opening of 
Springfield Pavilion and also attended the “turning of 
the sod” to formalise the commencement of the 
redevelopment of the Cheong Park Pavilion with the 
Mayor, Cr Mike Symon, and various local politicians. 
Both of these great facilities will be available for use 
by U3A Croydon members over the near future. 

Members of our Committee have been on a tour of the 
incomplete refurbished Croydon Hub B (the old 
Croydon Council Chamber), including our new 
offices. They are well on track for us to move in to by 
about the end of June this year. Again I would like to 
thank Maroondah Council and Michael Sukkar MP, 
Member for Deakin, for their 
support in making this 
project happen in such a 
timely manner, despite 
COVID-19 restrictions.  

U3A Croydon is hoping to 
be able to host a meeting 
with our regional 

neighbouring U3A Committees to work out areas of 
mutual program support and ideas on June 28 in our 
new offices. 

Some of our local politicians have recently requested 
the opportunity to meet with our Committee to discuss 
what future assistance they can be to U3A Croydon. 
There is some mention of a new $5M grant to 
Maroondah Council to assist funding for the Croydon 
Wellbeing Project. I believe that this needs to be 
formally confirmed but if correct; it may reduce the 
time frame for us to have access to more of the space 
inside Hub B according to our MOU with Council. 
Our Committee will liaise with these politicians to 
work on a mutually acceptable date and time for such 
a meeting. 2022 is an election year for both Federal 
and State Governments, in case you do not have any 
access to news outlets! 

I am again appealing to U3A Croydon members to 
consider either standing for a position on our 
Committee or at least look at the possibility  of 
performing some duties in publicity, events 
coordination, fund raising , grant applications or 
database administration, without being 
a Committee member. Our current 
Committee of 9 are doing double (or 
more) roles to keep U3A Croydon 
operational. We do need help otherwise 
there may be issues of burnout or other 
health problems. 

In the meantime stay safe. 

Regards, 

Neil Rose, 

President of U3A Croydon Inc. 
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What a difference a month makes, we can now say 
goodbye to all Covid restrictions freeing up the role of our 
dedicated Covid Monitors. It is now no longer necessary to 
show vaccination status to the Tutors. It goes without 
saying that we must still be vigilant because Covid has not 
gone away and we are getting reports 
almost on a daily basis of one of our 
members succumbing to the virus. It is 
imperative if you suspect you have the 
virus then do a self-check using the 
Rapid Test and if positive then stay 
isolated for 7 days. Any close contacts 
must monitor their health by using the 
Rapid Test. If you are unsure then it is best that you absent 
yourself from the classes as this version of Covid is virulent 
and easily spread. 
 
Now the positive news The Seniors Swim Program got 
under way in the first week in May and was deemed a 
success by those that attended the first session. After 
consultation with the leader Trudy Micallef from Life Saving 

Victoria, it may lead to a new course 
running weekly for Term 3. The new 
model will involve a cost of $7.00 per 
session and will be ongoing. Final 
details need to be confirmed and 
hopefully by the next Newsletter we 
will have good news to report. 

 
Other new courses that are operating now are 22CRA025 
Busy Hands run by Lyn McMahon, 
22EXE030 Walking Football (New 
Session) run by Geoff Steventon 
and  22EXE050 Yoga Wednesday 
PM run by Riet Taal. Check out 
these new courses and put your 
name down if you are interested. 
 
Stay safe everybody, 
 
Merv Amos 
Course Coordinator 

NEWSLETTER 2022 Deadline for copy to be submitted 

End Term 2 Monday 13th June 

Start Term 3 Monday 11th July 

End Term 3 Monday 29th August 

Start Term 4 Monday 10th October 

End Term 4 Monday 21st November 

From the Course Coordinator 

From the Editor 
 

Thank you to all who attended the AGM and a 
big thank you to the  committee which, as it 
turns out, are both the outgoing 
and the new committee  …. no 
changes, which means the same 
8 people are doing the work of 
14.  The workload for our 
committee, especially in a 
volunteer capacity, is often 
excessive.  There are some 
committee positions that need 
filling (see page 7)and if you 
aren’t ready for that, perhaps you’d be prepared 
to offer some time to help out as an assistant 
to a committee person.  If you’re not sure what 
that would entail, please contact a committee 
member to find out. 
 

At the AGM, members were invited to ask 
questions.  With quite a few questions fielded 
it occurred to me that there are often times 
when you may have a suggestion, complaint or 
concern. Sometimes issues can escalate 
because no one brings it to the attention of 
our committee.  If you have a matter you want 
to discuss, please get in touch with our 
Member Liaison Officer, Ray Clark (contact info 
on page 3). Ray will hear your story and pass it 
on to the relevant person 
and get back to you with 
a response. 
 

A very happy Mother’s 
Day to all the mums and 
grandmas on Sunday and 
don’t forget to vote on 
May 21. 
 

As always, send your 
contributions to: 
newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au 
Take care, keep busy and stay in touch with 
friends.        
Ingrid 

WARNING 
Beware – If you hit the ‘Unsubscribe’ tab at the 

bottom of any email correspondence from 

Croydon U3A, e.g. The Newsletter, this will also 

completely stop the member receiving all other 

communication and notifications through the U3A 

system. This will leave the member totally in the 

dark.  

We are trying to address this problem with our 

system developers.  

My kid made the mistake of telling me I was 

being overdramatic … so I just changed 

the wifi password. 

We’ll see who’s overdramatic in about 

5 minutes! 
IF MUM SAYS 

NO, ASK 
GRANDMA 
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Need to contact the Croydon U3A 
Committee? 
If any member has any issues or suggestions for 

Croydon U3A we ask that they are 

communicated to the Member 

Liaison Officer.  The Member 

Liaison Officer will then direct 

them to the most appropriate 

person for follow up and 

resolution.  

Ray Clark is the current 

contact and can be contacted on:  

memberliaison@u3acroydon.org.au 

Our first outing of the year was to Seaworks Museum in Williamstown on Tuesday 

March 22nd.  The train  station  at Williamstown is the oldest in Victoria 

and  beautifully preserved.  Also, we learned, Williamstown was to be the main city in 

Victoria but moved to Melbourne as there is no fresh water supply at 

Williamstown.  After morning tea in the Pirates Tavern we enjoyed an extensive tour 

of the museum including the morgue.  Our guides were amazing and full of 

knowledge. At the end of our tour we were invited to visit the artist upstairs who 

doesn’t normally encourage the public.  NO PHOTOS was strictly adhered to. Felipe 

Reynolds of Airena was our host.  Generous with his time explaining in detail how his 

huge images are cut out and fabricated.  Then it was lunch time with members 

visiting various cafes and fish and chip shops. An excellent day was enjoyed by 

everyone.  I highly recommend a visit to Williamstown. 

 

On Tuesday 26th April members of Explore Melbourne took the 901 bus from Ringwood 

Station to Dandenong.  Our mission was to complete a Tour of Heritage Hill in which 

there are three historic buildings. Laurel Lodge 1869, Benga House 1936 and St James 

Anglican Church 1864. Our house guide, Rhonda gave a 

slide show and detailed talk regarding the two 

houses.  From the archives Rhonda produced an 1880’s 

handmade cot quilt together with a sampler completed 

by a 7 year old girl also of 1800’s vintage. Then it was 

time to see the outside.  Steve and Rachael guided us on 

a detailed intensive tour of the gardens and were happy 

to give plant cuttings. Artichoke tubers were dug out by 

Rachael and distributed to the group, we are also now well versed in how to make 

compost. A lovely sunny day and a good time was had by all.    

Gwen and Joy.  

EXPLORE MELBOURNE  

EXPLORE MELBOURNE CRITERIA. BEFORE ENROLLING, PLEASE READ CAREFULLY. Before enrolling and taking part in the outside 

activity group Explore Melbourne, you have to be aware that most outings involve negotiating trains, trams, buses, escalators, 

stairs, steps and uneven ground. It is essential that persons choosing to participate in this activity are independently mobile. No 

personal care can be given. Outings may also involve a walking distance of over 5 kms.  Due to Covid 19 wearing of masks on 

public transport is mandatory. Carry hand sanitiser and practise social distancing where possible.  

 

DID YOU KNOW ….. 
 
If you would like to enrol in a 2nd Yoga class, you 
can!  Restrictions are placed on Term 1 enrolments 
but as of Term 2 you can join a 2nd class, provided 
there is a vacancy. 
 
There are currently vacancies 
in two Wednesday classes. 
 
Please contact the Yoga tutor 
before you do, just to make 
sure the tutor is accepting 
new enrolments part way 
through the year. 
 

mailto:memberliaison@u3acroydon.org.au
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COMPUTER CORNER 
Last term we introduced a new course called ‘Creating Your Own Videos’. It was very popular and 
enjoyed by those who attended. This course will be conducted again third term, the day is yet to be set. 
The new short-term Course – ‘Computer & Phone Scams’ was very informative and well-received and 
Trevor is anticipating running another in Term 3 on Thursday, July 21st at 1 pm. 

Third term we have plans to conduct a Course for at least one term on Microsoft Publisher.  
The details for this course will be in the next Newsletter. However, if you would like to register your 
interest so we can contact you when the details are known, please call us on 9729 9308. 

NEW COURSES FOR TERM THREE  

Microsoft Edge - Not only will you learn about the features of Edge, how to use this browser, but the reasons why 
you should consider using it instead of Chrome. Date to be advised. 

Buying/selling on the internet -  If there is sufficient interest from members Trevor plans to 
run a brand-new class on “Buying & Selling Online”, via Facebook Marketplace, and 
Gumtree, using your computer. He will explain how to create a new listing for 
an item/s you might wish to sell, and how to respond to buyer’s messages sent 
to your Facebook and Gumtree Accounts. The class will run for possibly 2 
weeks only – Thursday, August 4th & 11th at 1 pm. 

Is there a course you would like us to conduct? Let us know as we are always looking for new ideas. 

For enquiries ring Trevor & Joy 9729 9308 
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO 
WEAR  

YOUR NAME BADGE  
TO  CLASSES 

MELBOURNE HIGHLAND GAMES AND 
CELTIC FESTIVAL 

 
Following a lapse of two years due to Covid restrictions, 
Sunday 20th March saw the Melbourne Highland Games and 
Celtic Festival back in operation at Eastfield Park, Croydon - 
and it was standing room only in the Folk Tent when “The 
Croydonaires” (11 members of our Guitar and Ukulele Group) 
took to the stage. 
 
In keeping with the theme of the Festival, “The Croydonaires” 
presented a special programme entitled “A Drap O’ Celtic” 
featuring 10 iconic Scottish and Irish songs which had the 
audience tapping their feet and clapping their hands in time to 
the music and singing along with the Group to well-known 
and well-loved melodies viz. “These Are My Mountains”, 
‘Maggie”, “The Skye Boat Song”, “Forty Shades Of Green”, 
“Ye Cannae Shove Yer Granny Auf The Bus”, “That’s An Irish 
Lullaby”, “Flower Of Scotland”, “Whisky In The Jar”, “Scotland 
The Brave” and “The Fields of Athenry”. 

 
Public performances by our members at such a 
well attended event provides an excellent way of 
promoting U3A to the local community and we 
must congratulate all concerned on their efforts. 
Photos and a video of this event can be viewed 
on the U3A website. 

On Saturday 2nd April Trudi Doblin and Geoff Steventon led 13 
intrepid walkers to tackle a wet walk on the Tanglefoot Track in 
Toolangi State Forest. We were all prepared for the wet 
weather but nothing prepared us for the leeches that fell from 
the trees. The walk was 9 kms in length and took us 3 hours to 
complete.  
At the completion of the walk, we stopped for lunch and 
removed the leeches with plenty of assistance from our fellow 
walkers. Our intention was to go home via Healesville and stop 
for coffee but the popular vote was to forego the coffee and go 
straight home to dry off. Believe it or not it was an enjoyable 
walk in beautiful surrounds.  

BUSH WALKING 

Congratulations to Marie Harman on receiving 
a Deakin Community Award for her 
contribution to U3A Croydon. 
Well done Marie and thank you. 
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Wandin Players 
A community Drama Group 
 
 
 

Have you considered being involved in a 
drama? 

 
Recommencing Wednesday May 4th 

At 7pm 
Venue:  Wandin Baptist Church 

 
Cnr Clegg Road & Warburton Hwy 

 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 

 
People required as actors and backstage crew 

 
For more information call Claire on 9728 4877 

 
Wandin Players have been performing plays in Wandin for over 10 years  

 

LINE DANCING IS ALIVE AND WELL! 
 

Elly and I are delighted with the enthusiasm and interest shown by our class members this year. At the beginning of the 
year we had 22 brand new members in our Beginners class and we haven’t lost anyone! This is testimony to Elly and her 
patient tutoring skills. At times when the 2 classes merge together, we have 50 people on the floor, I’m pretty sure this is 
a record! Our class numbers generally total about 35, which is also impressive. 
Our Improvers class continues to evolve and are challenged to learn harder dances, we are all aware that not only is line 
dancing good for our physical health, but it certainly gives our brain a good workout as well!  I must thank the 
Improvers for their willingness to always guide and 
help our new members, it is very much appreciated. 
 

We look forward to a “cracking” Term 2, catching 
up with class members again and learning a few 
new dances. It is very rewarding for Elly and I to 
see everyone’s smiling faces at the end of class.  
Well done to all class members, especially the 
Beginners for hanging in there, we are very proud of 
everyone. 
 

See you on the dance floor, 
Kay and Elly 

The U3A Photography Competition Has Been 
Extended! 

U3A Network Victoria launched a photography competition for 
members of U3As  to ‘Show Us How You U3A!’  We are 
keen to challenge the stereotypical images of older people we 
see so often in the media and in advertising – and get the 
word out to the Victorian community about the U3A 
movement at the same time.  
 

Entries are now open until Thursday, 30 June 2022. 
 

We want to source images of U3A members being active, 
being social, learning, teaching, having fun and enjoying 
being together to use in Network’s marketing and advertising 
campaigns. 
 

Entries that meet the following criteria will be featured in a 
virtual gallery space on Network’s website and may be used 
in other digital or hardcopy communications: 

 Images must have sufficient quality for digital reproduction 
 Images of people being active, engaging in something fun 

or interesting 
 People shown in groups or pairs to emphasise the sense 

of community fostered by joining a U3A 
 Creativity in how a scene is depicted – think interesting 

angles, backgrounds, close up shots of people doing 
things with their hands like art or using a device 

 Consider diversity and inclusion in your entries 
 The photographer and the subject(s) must provide a 

signed photography release form that gives copyright of 
the image to Network 

 
Email us with any queries or questions.  Information about the 
competition at : https://u3avictoria.org.au/show-us-how-you-
u3a-photography-competition?rq=competition 

“I just cleared out 
some space in the 
freezer” sounds 

much more 
productive than,  

“I just polished off 
another bucket of 

icecream” 

mailto:info@u3avictoria.org.au
https://u3avictoria.org.au/show-us-how-you-u3a-photography-competition?rq=competition
https://u3avictoria.org.au/show-us-how-you-u3a-photography-competition?rq=competition
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A big thank you to those of you who attended the AGM on Thurs 28th April. We have achieved the required quorum and 
the proceedings were carried out smoothly, with the meeting finishing on time. The Mayor of Maroondah City Council, 
Cr Mike Symon presented the Service Awards for 2020, 2021 and 2022. 
 

The following is our committee for 2022-2023.  
 
 

 

 

I am sure you are aware that membership at U3A Croydon is increasing, especially with new facilities being made 
available in the near future. The organisation can only exist with volunteers to run it. Some of us on committee have 
been on committee for a few years and we cannot keep on running it. We need new ‘blood’, new ideas and people 
prepared to step into roles even for a season (if you are unsure) to observe/shadow or learn the ropes before the ‘old’ 
committee member steps down.  

So, even if you are thinking of a role that is already currently filled, we still welcome you onto committee to assist that 
position and allow a smooth handing over from old to new. 

These positions are vacant:  

Course Administrator, Events Coordinator, Publicity Officer, Health and Safety Officer.  

Now that COVID restrictions have been generally lifted, U3A Croydon will be involved in a few events and festivals in 
the very near future. We urgently need an Events Coordinator to liaise between organising committees. The person 
stepping into this role already has a “well oiled” (as someone puts it) efficient and experienced team to run events. Just 
need a Coordinator! 

Our Constitution provides for 4 Executive Officers and up to 10 ordinary members on committee. Some roles do not 
require you to be on committee. Have a chat with anyone of the committee members if you have any questions. We look 
forward to hearing form you. 

Your secretary, Annie Cutler 

 President Neil Rose president@u3acroydon.org.au 

Vice President Frank Brown vicepresident@u3acroydon.org.au 

Secretary Annie Cutler secretary@u3acroydon.org.au 

Treasurer Sue Martin treasurer@u3acroydon.org.au 

Course Coordinator Merv Amos coordinator@u3acroydon.org.au 

Systems  Administrator Helen Amos sysinfo@u3acroydon.org.au 

Office Manager Penny Kruse u3acroydon@u3acroydon.org.au 

Member Liaison Ray Clark memberliaison@u3acroydon.org.au 

Venue Coordinator Sue Martin facilities@u3acroydon.org.au 

Well done and thank you 
to all these members 

who have contributed 
10, 15 and an amazing 20 
years continuous service 

to Croydon U3A 

CROYDON U3A ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

mailto:secretary@u3acroydon.org.au
mailto:coordinator@u3acroydon.org.au
mailto:systeminfo@u3acroydon.org.au


 
End Term 2 Newsletter 2022 is due to be published on the Croydon U3A 
website on Saturday 18th June. Contributions due Monday 13th June, 2022. 
 
We especially welcome photos and contributions from tutors and members 
about your involvement with U3A.  These may be left at the office and labelled 
“Newsletter” before the copy date or emailed to the Newsletter Editor:    
Ingrid Tiltman at:  newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au  
 
Please note, acceptance of articles and photos is at the discretion of the 
newsletter editor and is governed by space and relevance. 

Watercolour 
classes 

with Jenny Tiller 

Hans Gaven 

Ruth Thorpe 

Heather Mosley 

Helen Huddart 

If you hear of 

any member 

who is not well 

or has suffered 

a loss, please 

contact Trish on 9736 4510 

to organise a card.  


