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From the President 

Hello all U3A Croydon members. 
 
Firstly, the good news. U3A Croydon has been granted 
funding to hold a community BBQ on 20th October 2022 in 
conjunction with our Open Day and 30th Anniversary. 
There will be no charge for 
the sausage sizzle, tea, coffee 
and cake. The event will be 
attended by the Mayor of 
Maroondah City Council, Cr 
Mike Symon, other 
Councillors and senior 
officers. Local State and Federal MPs have been invited 
and have indicated that they will be attending. The Mayor 
will speak about the history of U3A Croydon Inc. and there 
will be a special birthday cake to celebrate. In addition to 
class tutors showing how their classes operate, the Office 
will set up a number of various devices to demonstrate to 
members, who are not familiar with their operation, how to 
use them to log in to Government Services. 
 
Then, on 26th October, Council officers will meet with 
members of our Committee and other user groups, to 
finalise the logistics program to relocate into our new 
facilities inside Hub B. Our existing (almost new) office 
furniture in the Keystone complex has been measured up so 
as to physically fit into the new office. Previous 
Committees had the foresight to transfer any surpluses to 
short term deposits to be utilised for new U3A premises.  
We will need to purchase new furniture for the flexible hub 
room for classes to utilise and possibly new IT devices. We 
anticipate moving in well before the commencement of 
classes in 2023. We also believe that U3A Croydon classes 
will also have considerable access to the refurbished 
Cheong Park Pavilion for the start of Term 1.  
 

Now, for the, not so good, news. Since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, U3A Croydon has been discounting 
the fees for members, down from $55 pa in 2020 to $35 in 
2021 and to $45 in 2022. This was a Committee decision to 
recognise that members had limited access to classes 
during 2020 and 2021. 
 
In 2022, U3A Croydon is now facing a major overall 
increase in expenses. In reality, our budget is sliding into 
deficit because of these costs and 
we are drawing on our reserves. 
However, the Committee has 
decided that we will need to 
revise the membership fees 
upwards for 2023. It is not 
prudent fiscal responsibility to do 
otherwise and pass this problem 
on to the next Committee. Our constitution was amended at 
the last AGM to require the Committee to notify members 
of the new annual fee structure by November of the fiscal 
year. Our Treasurer and I will be sending out a special 
notice to all members prior to the 1st November 2022 
regarding the new fees to be levied. 
 
Finally, just for the information of any interested member, 
U3A International will be celebrating their 50th anniversary 
next year. Originally formed in 1973, there will be a 
conference for U3A organisations throughout Australia, in 
Rockhampton QLD, in May 2023. Members who are 
interested in a holiday in the warmer climes can get 
information from our office. Our Committee will not be 
officially attending, although some may be interested in a 
private capacity. 
 
In the meantime, please stay safe. 
Regards, 
Neil Rose, 
President of U3A Croydon Inc. 
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CROYDON 

In 2022 U3A Croydon has received a Small 
Equipment Grant of $750 which has been used 
to purchase two TVs, mounts and soundbars 
for U3A classrooms. 

  

 

 

 

 

On behalf of the members and Committee of 
U3A Croydon we thank the Maroondah City 
Council for this grant. 
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From the Course Coordinator 

From the Editor 
 

U3A Croydon OPEN DAY is next Thursday (20th).  Please support this event and 
invite your friends and neighbours along to see what we have on offer.  There 
will be refreshments and a lunchtime sausage sizzle, plus activities to try and 
of course our musicians and singers will be performing for you.  We will also 
be celebrating our 30th Anniversary, so come join in the festivities. 
 
As mentioned last newsletter, we will be providing regular articles about 
scams and how to avoid them.  The story on page 7 is a timely reminder to never give your 
credit/debit card details over the phone unless you are very certain you know who you are 
talking to.  If you have a scam story you would like to tell, so others can be warned (using an 
alias of course) please contact Trevor Bellinger on 9729 9308. 
 
Now that we are into the last term of 2022, perhaps it’s time to think about becoming a tutor 
of a class or a leader of a U3A activity.  No qualifications required, it’s all about having an 
interest or skill you can share.  Come on, dip your toe in the water.  Perhaps you’ve travelled 
extensively and could set up an armchair travel group, maybe you could teach a language or 
create a group to build model boats and planes, why not lead a group on a weekly golf game 
or find some people who share your passion for astronomy, or gardening… the possibilities are 
endless.  Give Merv a call and have a chat to see if your idea can be put into action.  You’ll get 
lots of support to make it work if you decide to go ahead. 

 
Next newsletter will be the last for 2022 … I would love to provide a 
photo celebration of all the fun and companionship you have enjoyed 
this year in your classes so please take some photos in the next few 
weeks (make sure your group knows that the photos are intended for 
the NL) and send them to: newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au 
 
Get your gumboots on, enjoy the springtime and keep busy, 
Ingrid 

NEWSLETTER 2022 Deadline for copy to be submitted 

End Term 4 Monday 21st November 

Since my last report Helen and I managed to get away for 
a 3 week break through Central Australia and Darwin. The 
surprising thing was we needed to rug up in Central 
Australia particularly in the mornings. However, when we 
hit Darwin, it was a heatwave. Overall, it was a fantastic 
trip and enabled us to recharge our batteries. We have 
arrived back refreshed and to the wonderful sight of 
spring colours in the gardens. Of course, it also means the 
mower has to come out of mothballs and earn its keep. 
 
I have been informed by Gwen Owen that she and Joy 
Mertens will not be providing 
Explore Melbourne for 2023. 
This is sad news as Explore 
Melbourne has been a standing 
activity for 30 years. It started 
its life as Robyn’s Public 
Transport Outings until it was 
taken over by Dot Ward one of 
our founding members. Gwen 
has taken it over since then and 
I have had the pleasure of joining the group for 2 years. 
Gwen had a knack of finding all the hidden gems in 
Melbourne and organised guided tours for the members. 
It will be very sad to see it disappear off our list so I am 

putting out a call to our members to see if someone else 
would be able to take this course on for 2023. I am sure 
that Gwen will be on hand to give you guidance on how it 
was run. Many thanks to Gwen and Joy they have 
deserved a well-earned 
break. 
 
Planning is well 
underway for the 
upcoming Open Day for 
U3A Croydon on Thursday 20th October from 10:00am to 
3:00pm. This will be run in conjunction with Seniors Week 
and also our 30th Birthday celebrations. There will be a 
cake cutting and speeches from local dignitaries at 
11:30am. This day will be a good chance to show our 
wares and activities to the public. There will be static 
displays as well as working displays set up in the hall and 
live music from our music groups. 
There will be no normal classes 
running for the day so come down 
and join in the festivities 
 
Stay safe and take care, 
Merv Amos 
Course Coordinator 

mailto:newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au
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Enrolment for U3A Croydon in 2023 will be totally online commencing at 10am 
on Monday, 5th December, using the same process as in recent years. Full 
instructions, together with a list of courses, will be sent to all members in early 
November. 
 
Please remember that the office will be closed during the enrolment period so 
you must have your password organised beforehand. If you have forgotten your 
login password, now is the time to get one. It can be changed in UMAS and a 
guide for this can be found on our website in the Membership section at:  
https://u3acroydon.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Password-Reset.pdf 

 
You can also come into the office before enrolment day and one of our office volunteers will help you 
with your password and membership number. 
 
When you login to UMAS, there is now the option for you to see your password as you type. This is very 
useful to check for typing errors or accidental caps lock. Click on the eye at the end of the passwords 
box. 

 
 

ENROLMENT FOR 2023 

 Film Group 

How fabulous it was to have 8 of our members come along to our first film viewing, 
and 6 for lunch and chat after.  With a bit of last minute regrouping  due to a required 
date change, I was thrilled that so many were able to make it. 

We viewed Tuesday Club at Croydon Cinemas - and as it turned out, we had the cinema 
to ourselves so dancing in the aisles was never going to be an issue!  

The film was uplifting, humorous, thought provoking and left a feeling of happiness.  It 
covered content relevant to all of us at our time of life - grown kids realising their 
parents are individuals and did have a life before they entered it, the things we always 
wanted to do but other stuff redirected our journey, how friendship endures and 
supports, warms the heart and encourages.  It's never too late to think differently, 
'branch out' and be true to oneself and give it a go!! 

Happy day 

Elaine Marsden  0407660697 

22HUM012  Wednesday, once a month at 10.30am 

TERM DATES 2022  
 

Term 1:  Monday 31st January to Friday 8th April 
Term 2:  Tuesday 26th April to Friday 24th June 
Term 3:  Monday 11th July to Friday 16th September 
Term 4:  Monday 3rd October to Friday 2nd December 

TERM DATES 2023 
 

Term 1:  Monday 30th January to Thursday 6th April 
Term 2:  Tuesday 24th April to Friday 23rd June 
Term 3:  Monday 10th July to Friday 15th September 
Term 4:  Monday 2nd October to Friday 1st December 

Curious About Science 
Network Victoria is working with a group of science tutors from U3As across the State, to explore how more science courses could be made 
available to U3As.  Ideas explored by the group include course guides for tutors without a science background to be able to faci litate a science 
class at their U3A, statewide presentations by those with expert knowledge, and possible meet-ups at locations of scientific interest. 
 

The first course guide, Curious About Science, is currently being piloted by a few small U3As before being ready for wider distribution at the end of 
the year. The course guide comes with step-by step instructions on how to run the class, including discussions and experiments.  Mentoring will 
be given to tutors wanting to run the course at their U3A next year.   
Contact U3A Network for more information on 9670 3659  

https://u3acroydon.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Password-Reset.pdf
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PLEASE INVITE FAMILY, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS TO OUR OPEN DAY.  THEY ARE 
BOUND TO FIND AN ACTIVITY OR CLASS THAT APPEALS AND THEY ARE GUARANTEED 

TO MAKE SOME NEW FRIENDS INTO THE BARGAIN 
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22COM117 Snipping Tool & Printing Screen – Term 4:  
How to use the Snip & Sketch app that comes with Windows 10. This tool is very useful for 
copying/printing sections of your computer screen. You will wish you had known about this 
earlier. This course also includes how to simply print a screen while watching a video, webinar 
or zoom meeting. 
 
22COM235 Backing up Your Computer Term 4:  
Do you have a backup system for all those precious photos and data on your 
computer, in case your device gets lost, stolen or breaks down? Have you thought 
about your photos on your phone, if it gets stolen, lost, etc? Are the photos being 
backed up elsewhere? Learn how to do this in this course. 
 
22COM240 Transfer Photos from Phone/iPad/Tablet to PC:  
Do you know how to transfer the photos on your mobile, iPad or Tablet onto your 
computer so that you can work on them or use them for other things? Do you really 
want to use your phone as a portable storage device for all your photos? Is it safe to 
do this? Learn about the different methods of transferring them across. 
 
22COM113 Computer & Phone Scams-Term 4: This course will make you wiser on 
spotting scams and how to protect yourself, make you aware of the different types of 
scams and what to do if you do get scammed whilst using your computer or phone. 
 

For full details for each of these courses refer to the website:  
https://u3acroydon.org.au/courses-activities/ 
 

Enquiries Trevor & Joy 9729 9308 or 0418 556 236 

COMPUTER CORNER 
It is not too late to sign up for any of the following Short-Term Courses: 

Come and talk to us about our courses at the Open Day 
Thursday 20th October 10.00 – 3.00pm 

Keystone Hall - Croydon 

I have just captured the best cobweb 
ever.  It was dripping wet, I grabbed 
my spray can of copper paint and 
sprayed it good then transferred it to 
a canvas (pre painted). What a 
masterpiece, what a miracle. I am 
glad the spider wasn’t home. 
Josie Parkinson  

Why, in this wide world, would it 

be thought older people, with 

accumulated years of wisdom and 

socialisation and energising life 

experience, would cease to crave 

experiences just because they are  

less mobile or needing an 

increased level of personal care? 

LAST DAY OF CLASSES FOR 2022  
FRIDAY 2ND DECEMBER 

…………... 
 

ENROLMENT  FOR 2023 
MONDAY 5TH DECEMBER 

https://u3acroydon.org.au/courses-activities/
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We are looking forward to returning on Friday October 7th, and 
hope to make the most of this short last term of 2022. 
 
We enjoyed getting together for a holiday lunch with safe 
spacing at Sofia’s on Friday 30th September and were lucky to 
be entertained by Tom Bone with his harmonica. 
 

                
 

To cancer survivors 
I feel that we should tell other people of our success, so that if 
they receive the alarming diagnosis of this dreaded disease, 
they can immediately think of all the people they know, who have 
got through it. 
When I was given the bad news in 2007 my own sister had 
already long since beaten it twice, so I suffered no shock and 
was sure I’d do the same, and have done so. 
 
Best wishes to all, 
Philippa Pavillard - Tutor 

SPEECHCRAFT 

 Corrie Cooksley and I are 
both 93 now! 

The Ukulele Player 
 
Can be sung to the tune of the Scottish Soldier 
Chords A,E7,E, D 
 

There was a lady, who lived down Croydon way, 
Looked high and low, for something to play  
Tried a mouth organ, nearly swallowed it 
Had to leave that thing alone. 
             

But one day she passed an Aldi store,  
She found what she’d been longing for, 
A shiny uke would be just the thing,   
So she took it straight back home. 
 

Then she joined the Croydon U3A 
Strummed and strummed and tried to play 
Husband hid inside his garden shed 
Wished she leave that thing alone. 
 

Chorus 
But playing in that wooden room 
Had increased her skills, strums to any tune 
Never knew there were so many Celtic tunes      
Couldn’t leave that uke alone. 
 

And there’s our tutor, a jolly Scotsman 
Leading every song on his accordion 
Every day he finds a brand new song,  
For the group to sing a long. 
 

She wanted to lead a brand new song, 
But felt she might get it really wrong 
To play in front of that gathered throng, 
Wished she stayed that day at home  
 

Chorus 
That microphone she had come to dread 
And her stomach turned into molten lead, 
She felt like crying, felt she was dying        
Should have left that uke at home. 
 

But trusty Colin took her by the hand 
Said you’re good enough to play in any band 
She started singing, her ears were ringing, 
To the applause she got that day. 
 

Chorus 
 

(Max Woolcock - poet and ukulele player) 

VOLUNTEERS’ LUNCH 

A lovely lunch of sandwiches, fruit 
and sweet treats was enjoyed by 
Croydon U3A volunteers on 
September 20th. 
 
Volunteers are the life 
blood of Croydon U3A and 
we simply couldn’t succeed 
without you.   
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 President Neil Rose president@u3acroydon.org.au 

Vice President Frank Brown vicepresident@u3acroydon.org.au 

Secretary Annie Cutler secretary@u3acroydon.org.au 

Treasurer Sue Martin treasurer@u3acroydon.org.au 

Course Coordinator Merv Amos coordinator@u3acroydon.org.au 

Systems  Administrator Helen Amos sysinfo@u3acroydon.org.au 

Course Administrator Vacant  

Office Manager Penny Kruse u3acroydon@u3acroydon.org.au 

Member Liaison Ray Clark memberliaison@u3acroydon.org.au 

Venue Coordinator Sue Martin facilities@u3acroydon.org.au 

Events Coordinator Vacant  

* Publicity Officer Vacant  

* Health & Safety Officer Vacant  

CROYDON U3A COMMITTEE 

 * These positions are not necessarily Committee positions but could be part of a subcommittee  
 Please refer to our website under the tab “About Us / Committee” for further information. 

 

Has anything like this ever happened to you?  
 

Current U3A Croydon members; we shall call them 
Tony and Maria, (not their real names), were 
holidaying and one afternoon they booked into a large 
motel complex for a couple of nights stay. They were 
accustomed to the procedure required each time they 
booked into a motel, whereby they would need to 
provide their Credit Card details such as card number 
and the CSV number on the back of their card. They 
were aware of the reasons that Motels always 
requested this information and they willingly always 
provided it. 
 

Mid-afternoon Tony and Maria received a phone call 
in their motel suite on their motel room phone, 
purportedly from the motel receptionist, who 
apologised for disturbing them and advised them that 
she thinks that she may have written down  Maria and 
Tony’s credit card details incorrectly and politely 
requested they get their card and read the details 
back to her, ie the Card Number and CSV. Obligingly 
they did this. The “receptionist “politely thanked them 
and wished them a happy stay.  
 

The phone call did not actually come directly from the 
Motel reception but in fact from a scammer working 
from some other place. 

The next morning, feeling just a little uneasy about 
the phone call of the previous afternoon from the 
Motel “receptionist”, Tony and Maria entered the 
Motel reception area to check that everything was OK 
and the receptionist assured them that she had made 
no such phone call as suggested and urged them to 
immediately check their account at the local branch of 
their bank. Unfortunately, several thousand dollars 
had been withdrawn from their credit card account 
without their knowledge or approval. 
 
With the benefit of hindsight, what should Tony and 
Maria have done? Firstly, they should have told the 
“fake receptionist” that they would immediately go 
down to the reception desk and confirm their Credit 
Card details. The scammer would have been foiled 
and no money would have been lost by Tony and 
Maria. 

 
 

A number of useful websites can help you to avoid scams or provide 
assistance if it has already happened, along with some eye opening 
statistics about the practice. 
 

Victorian Seniors website is very helpful: 
https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/services-information/be-scam-
savvy 
 

ACCC also has a ScamWatch website here: 
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/types-of-scams 

mailto:secretary@u3acroydon.org.au
mailto:coordinator@u3acroydon.org.au
mailto:systeminfo@u3acroydon.org.au
https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/services-information/be-scam-savvy
https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/services-information/be-scam-savvy
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/types-of-scams


 
End Term 4 Newsletter 2022 is due to be published on the Croydon U3A 
website on Saturday 26th November. Contributions due Monday 21st 
November 2022. 
 
We especially welcome photos and contributions from tutors and members 
about your involvement with U3A.  These may be left at the office and labelled 
“Newsletter” before the copy date or emailed to the Newsletter Editor:    
Ingrid Tiltman at:  newsletter@u3acroydon.org.au  
 
Please note, acceptance of articles and photos is at the discretion of the 
newsletter editor and is governed by space and relevance. 

Watercolour classes 
with Jenny Tiller 

Heather Mosley Helen Huddart 

Marj Reni 

If you hear of 

any member 

who is not 

well or has 

suffered a loss, 

please contact Trish on 9736 

4510 to organise a card.  

Annette 
Taylor 
 

Claire Merry 


